TORIES TAB BUDGET DEFICIT AT $64B, PG 6 



EPS True colours 


The world’s largest global newspaper 


IIII4 


^V 




Celebrity Buzz 

Police 
look into 
Travolta 
extortion 


Lack of 
appeal 
upsets 
parents 
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COURTS Josh Hunt’s 
bereaved parents say the 
decision not to appeal his 
killer’s acquittal is like 
watching their son lay mo¬ 
tionless in a hospital bed all 
over again. 

“It’s very, veiy difficult,” 
said Gaiy Hunt. “It’s like 
Josh died again, to us.” 

Following a thorough re¬ 
view of the Dec. 17 
decision, the Crown decid¬ 
ed it would not appeal the 
ruling that determined a 
then-teenage boy killed the 
16-year-old Hunt in self-de¬ 
fence. 

In a written decision. Jus¬ 
tice Teriy Clackson stated 
that the accused, who can¬ 
not be named, lawfully 
used the knife against 
Hunt, to “prevent an 
assault or the repetition of 
it.” Hunt and another teen 
were in an altercation with 
the accused in the 
accused’s home, following 
a party on Oct. 14, 2006. 

Though Gaiy and Patricia 
Hunt wrote a letter to Pre¬ 
mier Ed Stelmach and 
pleaded with the Crown to 
appeal, the decision will 
stand. 

“We’re veiy shocked. It’s 
a sad day, not just for us, 
but for all Canadians,” Gaiy 
Hunt said, expressing his 
disappointment in the jus¬ 
tice system. 
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Cops say 
there’s a link 
in two deaths 

CRIME Two people who 
were gunned down in two 
neighbourhoods in the 
city’s southwest overnight 
Wednesday knew each 
other though a drug con¬ 
nection, city cops said 
Thursday. 

Cody Lee Johnson, 29, 
was identified as the city’s 
first homicide victim of the 
year after he was found in 
an Escalade that crashed in¬ 
to a house near 156 Street 
and 77 Avenue late Tuesday 
night. 

Fernando Alberto 
Vasquez, 24, was found 
dead in the middle of a 
road in McAllister Loop on 
Wednesday morning, about 
45 minutes after Johnson’s 
death. Detectives believe 
both cases are linked, but 
no arrests have been made. 

The investigations con¬ 
tinue, police said. 

METRO EDMONTON 






Sgt. Chad Tawfik, left, and Const. Tony Golab display new colours after the EPS Presentation of Colours ceremony at city hall on 
Thursday morning. The colours honour the memory of police officers who have been killed in the line of duty. Story, pg 4 

A tale of two dties 

Calgary and Edmonton seem to differ on violent crimes 


KRISTA SYLVESTER 

Metro Canada 


Gang problems 


A man pretending to be a 
woman on the Internet al¬ 
legedly lures a middle- 
aged man to his garage 
before killing him, imitat¬ 
ing a screenplay he wrote. 

If it sounds like the 
scene from a movie, that’s 
because it practically is. 
But this is what allegedly 
happened in Edmonton 
when 29-year-old Mark 
Twitchell was charged in 
the disappearance and 
murder of a man police say 
he lured to his garage to 
kill. 

While both cities boast 
their share of crime, Cal- 


• Both crime experts agree 
the gang problems — with 
Calgary's surging now and Ed- 

gaiy tends to have a lot of 
shootings, but Edmonton 
has had quite a few head¬ 
line-stealing ones —like 
Twitchell and Thomas 
Svekla, the man who was 
found guilty of killing two 
prostitutes. 

Edmonton criminologist 
Bill Pitt acknowledges a 
mixture of bizarre inci¬ 
dents last year, but insists 
even in Edmonton, they 
are unusual. 

“The film director was a 
case of life imitating art 


monton's increasing — are on 
the forefront of the cities' 
crime trends. 

imitating life, but those 
types are so statistically 
rare,” Pitt said. 

But what about the se¬ 
ries of missing prostitutes 
found dead and the four 
men charged with cutting 
a man into pieces in a 
bloody apartment? 

“People cutting up bod¬ 
ies, well that happens in 
every city everywhere and 
Calgary is no different. 
These guys just got sloppy 
and got caught,” Pitt 
added. “Calgary has a lot of 


missing people who just 
haven’t been found.” 

Cathy Prowse, a Univer¬ 
sity of Calgaiy crime ex¬ 
pert, said one possible rea¬ 
son for the difference in 
the types of murders be¬ 
tween the two cities could 
be that Edmonton has 
more transients. 

“Em not suggesting tran¬ 
sient people commit the 
crimes, but having more 
transients means people 
can go missing and people 
won’t notice right away,” 
Prowse said. 

And Pitt agreed, adding, 
“Calgary has more white- 
collar, head-office type, 
and Edmonton has more 
blue-collar, labour-work¬ 
ing type.” 
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Woman dies in Highway 21 collision 

A 25-year-old woman is dead following a collision on Highway 21 on Thursday morning. The 2007 Nissan Versa the victim was driving crossed the 
centre line, and collided with a northbound Lexus and a Chevrolet pickup truck. The name of the victim was not released, metro edmonton 



Local 


EPCOR to buy treatment plant 

The city will go ahead with plans to sell its Gold Bar Wastewater Treatment 
Plant to EPCOR after a 7-6 vote Wednesday night. The city will be selling the 
plant to EPCOR for about $190 million that will be collected over the next 10 
years, including a $ 75 -million transfer fee and dividend payments. 

METRO EDMONTON 


Third man charged 
in Nov. murder 

HOMICIDE After Spitting on 
the ground in Calgaiy on 
VVednesday, a man found 
himself in cuffs, slapped 
with a second-degree mur¬ 
der charge in relation to the 
death of an Edmonton man. 

Joseph Sunchild Lagrelle, 
23, is the third person to be 
arrested in connection with 
the death of 22-year-old 
Quentin L’hirondelle. 

L’hirondelle was stabbed 
to death at a downtown 
house party on Nov. 8. 

A 22-year-old man and a 
21-year-old man were also 
charged following the 
homicide, metro edmonton 
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WHAT’S ONLINE TODAY 


Video Peter Lougheed takes 
recent Alberta governments 
to task at metronews.ca 
/Canada 

Video Log Driver's Waltz 
among short films National 
Film Board of Canada makes 
available online at 
metronews.ca/canada 
Video Vancouver Taser 
inquiry hears from victim's 
mother at 
metronews 
I .ca/canada 


Youth smoking down, 
but not enough: Group 

Get rid of flavoured cigarettes, raise taxes, ASH says 


KRISTA SYLVESTER 

Metro Canada 



Despite smoking rates hit¬ 
ting an all-time low in Al¬ 
bertans over 15 years old, 
there is still concern over 
youth smoking, according 
to a provincial anti-smok- 
ing organization. 

A national study released 
by Health Canada on Mon¬ 
day showed that 19 per 
cent of Albertans over 15 
were smokers during the 
first half of 2008, marking 
the first time statistics in 
Alberta reached under 20 
per cent. 

But Action on Smoking 
and Health Calgary 
spokesperson Robyn 
Hauck said they are still 
concerned about the num¬ 
ber of teens smoking. 

“Smoking rates among 
Alberta teens remain dis¬ 
turbingly high despite the 
gains that have been made 
in reducing tobacco use 
among adults,” said Hauck, 
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Smoking is at an all-time low in people aged 15 and up, but some anti-smoking groups say they're 
still concerned with the number of teens lighting up. 


calling for another tax hike 
on smokes. 

According to 2007 Health 
Canada statistics, 20 per 
cent of Alberta teens 15 to 
19 were current smokers. 

ASH Edmonton spokes¬ 
person Karlee Stevens 
called for an outright ban 
on flavoured cigarettes to 
drastically reduce that num¬ 
ber. 

“They are absolutely 
geared towards youth be¬ 
cause of the taste and pack- 


Comparisons 


• Alberta's smoking rate is 
slightly higher than the nation¬ 
al rate of 18 per cent for Cana¬ 
dians aged 15 years and over. 


aging. They look like lip 
gloss and youth are more 
prone to tiy them and get 
hooked,” she added. 

But 15-year-old Michelle, 
of Calgaiy, agrees. 


Less than one in five Albertans 
are current smokers, com¬ 
pared to one in three 20 years 
ago, according to the ASH. 


“I didn’t even start smok¬ 
ing until just a year ago. I al¬ 
ways said 1 never would, but 
1 caved in to peer pressure,” 
the teen said, who didn’t 
want to use her last name. 



Bryce Gruwell, a cast member, 
leads young Edmonton skaters. 

High School 
Musical on ice 

SHOWTIME Though they 
had to skip school to do it, 
a few area kids got the 
thrill of a lifetime yester¬ 
day morning, taking to the 
ice with stars of their 
favourite Disney 
production. 

The cast of High School 
Musical: The Ice Tour glid¬ 
ed on the ice at West 
Edmonton Mali’s Ice 
Palace with mini-figure 
skaters, showing them the 
tricks of the trade. 

Nine-year-old Madison 
Moore could barely sit still 
while waiting for her turn 
to skate with the stars. 

“I really like their songs 
and skating is really fun,” 
she said. 

Star of the show, 19- 
year-old Brittany Heath, 
said: “Skating has always 
been my passion. This job 
doesn’t feel like a real job.” 

The show runs this week¬ 
end at Rexall Place. Tickets 
are available through Tick- 
etmaster from $20 to $55. 
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Health Quality Council of Alberta 


Good Communication 

is Good for Your Health 

At a loss for words when you talk to your health care 
team? If you sometimes find it hard to explain your 
symptoms or ask questions, our new booklet can help. 

It's Okay to Ask is loaded with tips to make it easy to 
talk things over, and take charge of your health care. 

For your free copy call 403.297.8162, email info@hqca.ca 
or download at www.hqca.ca. 

Do ft today. Because good communication 
can work wonders. 

It's Okay to Ask 


Promoting and improving patient safety and health service quality across Alberta 


v.hqca.c 
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EDMONTON 

CENTRAL 
10176 109 St. 

(780) 426-2355 
12302 Stony Plain Rd. 

(780) 488-6622 
Westgrove Shopping Centre 
14822 Stony Plain Rd. 

(780) 443-3022 
Edmonton City Centre 
10200 102 Ave. 

(780) 421-4540 
EAST 

Capilano Mall 
(780) 450-6880 
6839 83 St. (Argyll Rd.) 

(780) 465-5271 

SOUTH 

Millwoods Main Street Mall 
6558 28 Ave. (by Tim Hortons) 
(780) 440-2812 
6031 Gateway Blvd. 

(780) 438-2355 
Southgate Centre 
(780) 434-5620 
Southgate Centre 
(780) 439-0435 
South Edmonton Common 
(780) 485-9812 
3120 Parsons Rd. 

(780) 702-6001 
NORTH 
9715 137 Ave. 

(780) 456-5339 
WEST 

West Edmonton Mall Phase I 
(lower level near 
Galaxy Land entrance) 

(780) 484-4758 

West Edmonton Mall Phase II 
(by skating rink) 

(780) 413-9855 

West Edmonton Mall Phase III 
(by London Drugs) 

(780) 443-3040 

West Edmonton Mall, Chinatown 
(next to T&T Supermarket) 
(780) 483-8838 
10013 170 St. 

(780) 408-8917 
Mayfield Common 
10608 170 St. 

(780) 489-2255 
GRANDE PRAIRIE 

Prairie Mall 
(780) 513-2355 
Gateway Power Centre 
11020 100 Ave. 

(780) 539-7148 
FT. MCMURRAY 

Peter Pond Mall 
(780) 714-6150 
LEDUC 
6104 50 St. 

(780) 986-0986 
RED DEER 

Southpointe Common 
(403) 348-5777 
Bower Place 
(403) 314-5500 

ST. ALBERT 

Inglewood Town Centre 
(780)419-2355 
740 St. Albert Rd. 

(780) 459-0660 
SHERWOOD PARK 

993 Fir St. 

(780) 417-2355 
SPRUCE GROVE 
#112 183 Highway 16A 
(780) 962-3980 

O ROGERS 

EDMONTON 

Kingsway Garden Mall 
(780) 471-3807 
Londonderry Mall 
(780) 476-3266 
Northgate Mall 
(780) 475-2724 
Bonnie Doon Mall 
(780) 463-0864 
Millwoods Town Centre 
(780) 436-7766 
North Town Mall 
(780) 476-6844 
10660 82 Ave. 

(780) 439-7223 
7629 38 Ave., PO Box 199 
(780) 462-4559 
11204 Jasper Ave. 

(780) 423-5530 
6570 28 Ave. NW 
(780) 469-1377 

Jasper Gates Shopping Centre 
(780) 484-1191 

Heritage Village Shopping Centre 
(780) 432-9288 
Clareview Towne Centre 
(780) 457-1331 
Trail South Corners 
(780) 435-8099 

Lakeside Landing Shopping Centre 
(780) 476-3925 
5818 Terrace Rd. NW 
(780) 469-1133 
FT. MCMURRAY 
Thickwood Shopping Plaza 
(780) 791-1017 

Northern Lights Shopping Centre 
(780) 743-5133 
RED DEER 
Parkland Mall 
(403) 309-3700 
Village Mall 
(403) 342-5008 
GRAND PRAIRIE 

9521 100 St. 

(780) 532-1100 
SHERWOOD PARK 

Sherwood Park Mall 
(780)416-1775 

Lakeland Ridge Shopping Centre 
(780) 449-1750 
Sherwood Centre 
(780)416-2330 
SPRUCE GROVE 

Grove Plaza 
(780) 962-5458 
ST. ALBERT 
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wants to go snowboarding! 
Who's in? 
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• 3.2 MP camera with video capture 
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• Full keyboard 
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BLACKBERRY* PEARL™ FLIP 8220 

• Easy SureType* keyboard 

• Available in black or pink 
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Tyler loses Snowball fight 
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WAL-MART 


St. Albert Centre 
(780)418-1681 
Inglewood Centre 
(780) 458-3636 


+0n select 3-year plans. Offers subject to change without notice. *Available with any BlackBerry device with subscription to select plans and activation with BlackBerry Internet Service. Includes unlimited personal e-mail (up to 10 accounts) while using BlackBerry on the Rogers Wireless 
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Tuque Tuesday coming to West Edmonton Mall 

Head to West Edmonton Mall or Jasper Avenue on Feb. 3, and buy a tuque for Tuque Tuesday, an initiative to support chari¬ 
ties combating homelessness. For more information, visit www.homewardtrust.ca/raisingtheroof. metro edmonton 


EPS unveils new colours 


Cancel Indy blank 
cheques, says CTF 

MONEY Taxpayers should¬ 
n’t be saddled with a $5.3 
million debt that was left 
by last summer’s Rexall In¬ 
dy race, says the Canadian 
Taxpayers Federation. 

Scott Hennig, an Alberta 
director with the feder¬ 
ation, says the city should 
cancel the “blank che¬ 
ques” it gives to North¬ 
lands and the Indy Racing 
League to cover their loss¬ 
es for the next two years. 

“IRL and their drivers 
rake in millions upon mil¬ 
lions of dollars a year. If 
their race loses money, 
perhaps IRL or their driv¬ 
ers should be covering the 
losses, not taxpayers,” said 
Hennig in a statement. 
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Edmonton’s police service 
unveiled its new colours 
and crest at city hall Thurs¬ 
day — colours that honour 
those officers who paid 
the ultimate sacrifice 
while fighting crime. 

In a police ceremony in 
front of roughly 80 politi¬ 
cians, police officers, and 
the public, officers un¬ 
furled the new flag — re¬ 
ferred to as colours — in 
front of the crowd that was 
later blessed by Chaplain 
Kurt Schmidlin and pre¬ 
sented to Lt.-Gov. Norman 
Kwong. 

The new colours that 


will be worn by every po¬ 
lice officer in the service 
will be dark blue with em¬ 
broidered wild roses 
and maple leafs in¬ 
side a gold fringe. 

Seven names of 
fallen officers who 
have died in the line 
of duty since 1918 
are embroidered 
around the new crest Mike 
of the Edmonton Po¬ 
lice Service with the new 
motto, “Integrity, Courage, 
Community,” in the new 
colours that reflects Ed¬ 
monton’s history. 

The police service has 
never had its colours 
changed to pay tribute to 
fallen officers until now, 
something that was 12 


years in the making, said 
Police Chief Mike Boyd. 

“It is a very historical 
and veiy significant 
day in the history of 
our police service,” 
said Boyd. “This is 
important for our 
police service.” 

The colours were 
designed and ap¬ 
proved by the Cana¬ 
dian Heraldic Au¬ 
thority in 2004 and it had 
to be granted approval by 
Queen Elizabeth 11. 

“We have a lot of new re¬ 
cruits and we want them 
to join in on those tradi¬ 
tions and to carry on the 
traditions of the Edmon¬ 
ton Police Service,” Boyd 
said about the colours. 



Boyd 


What you need to know about 


paying your outstanding 2008 
Alberta health care premiums 

Did you know that you may still owe? 

Even though Albertans will no longer be billed for health care premiums in 2009 , 
premium payments still owing to December 31 , 2008 remain in effect. 

Who is responsible for paying 2008 health care premiums? 

• All Albertans unless they qualify for premium assistance, 
government-sponsored income support programs or are senior citizens. 

• Employers and benefit administrators who collect and/or remit premiums on 
behalf of their employees. 

• New Albertans who have registered and were eligible for Alberta Health Care 



Dez Melenka is affectionately mauled by two female terrier-mix 
puppies, Joe and Shanna. The puppies were flown from Hay Riv¬ 
er, N.W.T., to Edmonton two nights ago, and will be available for 
adoption in a week. 

Adoptabie puppies flown 
in from Hay River, N.WJ. 


VICTORIA HANDYSIDES 
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SPCA Joe, a scruffy mixed- 
breed puppy, would have 
surely frozen to death with 
her brothers and sisters 
under a porch, were she 
not rescued in the nick of 
time. 

She and two other home¬ 
less puppies were flown to 
Edmonton in search of 
new homes, as their birth¬ 
place of Hay River, NWT, is 
overrun with orphaned 
dogs and not enough 
places to put them. 

“They were found freez¬ 
ing and starving to death, 
and were they not found, 
they would have died,” 
said Edmonton Humane 
Society spokeswoman 
Shawna Randolph. 

Because the small, 
northern community does 


not have its own animal 
shelter, orphaned dogs are 
placed with foster families. 
Bylaws prevent surrogate 
parents from housing 
more than two at a time, 
and few families are will¬ 
ing to foster as it is. 

Four-month-old suspect¬ 
ed siblings Joe and Shanna, 
along with two-month-old 
Faith, a Rottweiler-Husky 
mix, were flown to Edmon¬ 
ton where there is a little 
more room at the inn. 

All expenses for the trip 
were covered by the Hay 
River SPCA. 

Though they arrived at 
the shelter two nights ago, 
the puppies won’t be 
ready for adoption for an¬ 
other week, so that they 
can first be spayed and 
vaccinated. 

Currently, the shelter is 
housing around two dozen 
adoptabie dogs. 


Insurance in 2008 . 

Alberta Health and Wellness would like to thank Albertans who have paid 2008 premiums 
and remind those yet to pay their bill in full, that Alberta Health and Wellness will continue 
to issue statements on accounts with outstanding premiums. As well, those paying Alberta 
Blue Cross Non-Group insurance premiums, or other supplemental health premiums, 
will continue to pay in 2009 as those premiums remain in effect. 


For more information visit www.health.alberta.ca 
or call toll-free 310-0000 then dial 780 - 427 - 1432 . 
In Edmonton, call 780 - 427 - 1432 . 
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Rising temperatures killing trees: Report 

Trees in western North America are dying twice as quickly as they did 30 years ago, with rising average temperatures almost certainly to blame, researchers reported Thursday. 
These thinner and weaker forests will become more vulnerable to wildfires and may soak up less carbon dioxide, in turn speeding up global warming, they said. Reuters 
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Canada 


Blowin’ in the wind 

The government of Ontario was expected to announce Friday 
another $i. 3 -billion worth of renewable-energy projects, most 
of it wind, as part of its ongoing effort to green up the 
province’s power mix, Torstar News Service has learned. Ontario 
expects to have 1,200 megawatts of wind power capacity in op¬ 
eration this summer. torstar news service 


Stem cells Waiting for a match 



Other Half co-chairs Susan Go, left, and Amy Tam get the word out 
about stem cell donations Thursday in Toronto. People of Chinese 
descent are under-represented in the stem-cell donor pool to the 
point that the chance of finding a match is less than 10 per cent. 


Tories plan to 
go $64B in red 


One surplus left 


Canada will post $64 billion 
in deficits over the next two 
fiscal years to stimulate a 
flagging economy, but it 
will return to surplus in five 
years, a senior government 
official said Thursday. 

The deficits will mark an 
end to 12 straight years of 
surpluses for Canada, which 
had been the only member 
of the Group of Seven lead¬ 
ing industrialized nations 
still in the black. 

The aide said Ottawa 
would run a deficit of $30 
billion in the following fis¬ 
cal year, starting April 1, 
2010 , and deficits would 
keep getting smaller there¬ 
after. Most of the stimulus 


• The official said government 
revenues — including corpo¬ 
rate and personal taxes — 
have been declining with the 


spending would be short¬ 
term so as to prevent a per¬ 
manent deficit from emerg¬ 
ing, he said. 

The aide was briefing re¬ 
porters ahead of the minori¬ 
ty Conservative govern¬ 
ment’s budget, which it will 
deliver Tuesday. 

In the campaign ahead of 
the Oct. 14 election. Harper 
had said a deficit could be 


economic slowdown but, as 
far as he knew, the budget for 
the current fiscal year would 
remain in surplus. 


avoided, but as the global 
economy worsened he 
agreed at a summit in 
Washington the next 
month to join in concerted 
international stimulus ef¬ 
forts. 

The figure of $34 biUion 
represents roughly two per 
cent of the value of the 
Canadian economy. 

REUTERS 


Hormone therapy 
fears baseless: MDs 

HEALTH Hormone therapy 
is a safe and viable option 
for some Canadian women 
who want relief from hot 
flashes, night sweats and 
other severe symptoms of 
menopause, a panel of ex¬ 
perts said Thursday. 

The Society of Obstetri¬ 
cians and Gynecologists of 
Canada said new research 
has found short-term use 
of hormone therapy by 
women early in meno¬ 
pause is most effective and 
has “little appreciable ef¬ 
fect on risk.” 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


News in brief 


SASKATCHEWAN A second 
man has been charged in con¬ 
nection with a shooting that 
injured a six-year-old girl in 
Saskatoon last week, CBC 
News Online reports. The girl 
is listed in stable condition. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 
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37.8 million inauguration viewers still lower than expected 

Almost 37.8 million Americans watched the full day of television coverage of U.S. President Barack 
Obama's inauguration from their homes — less than the record numbers expected. Reuters 



Looking through Galileo’s eyes 


Italian and British scientists want to exhume the body of 16th century as¬ 
tronomer Galileo for DNA tests to determine if his severe vision problems 
may have affected some of his findings. “If we knew exactly what was 
wrong with his eyes, we could use computer models to recreate what he 
saw in his telescope,” said Paolo Galluzzi, director of the Museum of Histo¬ 
ry and Science in Florence, the city where Galileo is buried. reuters 


U.S. House panel approves $304B stimulus 


FUNDING A House panel ap¬ 
proved Thursday a $304- 
billion US package of busi¬ 
ness and individual tax 
breaks and aid to the un¬ 
employed that is to be part 
of the huge $825 billion 
economic stimulus sought 
by U.S. President Barack 
Obama. 

The tax writing House 
Ways and Means Commit¬ 
tee approved the package, 


which provides $275 bil¬ 
lion in tax breaks, on a 
largely party-line vote. 

The package includes a 
temporary refundable tax 
credit for workers, up to 
$500 per individual and 
$1,000 per couple. It also 
includes tax incentives for 
renewable energy and al¬ 
lows builders and other 
companies to write off cur¬ 
rent losses against five pre¬ 


vious tax years. Currently 
businesses can write off 
losses against two previous 
years. The bill also pro¬ 
vides money to help the 
unemployed keep health 
insurance coverage. 

The package will be com¬ 
bined with other elements 
of the proposed stimulus, 
which the House is expect¬ 
ed to vote on next week. 

REUTERS 


News in brief 


CHURCH Pope Benedict will 
soon lift the excommunication 
on four traditionalist bishops, 
in his latest attempt to heal a 
20 -year-old schism in the 
Roman Catholic Church, an Ital¬ 
ian paper said Thursday. In 
1998, the late Archbishop Mar¬ 
cel Lefebvre illegally consecrat¬ 


ed four bishops without 
permission from the late Pope 
John Paul, resulting in self-im¬ 
posed excommunication. 

POLITICS Former secretary of 
state Condoleezza Rice has 
signed on with the William 
Morris Agency, which will rep¬ 


resent her for books and 
lecture appearances. The deal 
includes representation for 
philanthropic initiatives, as 
well as business initiatives in 
media, sports and communica¬ 
tions, an agency repres¬ 
entative said Thursday. 

REUTERS 
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Obama focuses on 
tarnished U.S. image 



U.S. President Barack Obama and Secretary of State Hillary Clinton chat Thursday after remarks at 
the State Department in Washington, D.C. 


U.S. President Barack Oba¬ 
ma ordered Thursday the 
closing of Guantanamo 
prison and named foreign 
policy troubleshooters for 
the Middle East and Iran as 
he moves to repair Ameri¬ 
ca’s tarnished image. 

Obama set a one-year 
deadline for shutting 
Guantanamo and barred 
harsh treatment of terror¬ 
ism suspects held there. 

The prison in Cuba — 
where prisoners have been 
detained for years without 
charges, some subjected 
what human rights groups 
say amounted to torture — 
had damaged America’s 
moral standing. 

Obama waded further in¬ 
to his foreign policy plans 
by paying a visit to the 
State Department to wel¬ 
come Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton. 

His foreign policy goals 
include pursuing broader 


Iraq prepared 

• Iraq's military is “prepared 
for the worst" if Obama or¬ 
ders a swift withdrawal of 
U.S. troops, its defence min¬ 
ister said. 


engagement overseas than 
the Bush administration, 
which was criticized for 
go-it-alone “cowboy diplo¬ 
macy, and refocusing the 
fight against terrorism 
away from the Iraq war to¬ 
ward Afghanistan. 

He yesterday named 
George Mitchell, a former 
senator, as an envoy who 
will try to jump-start Arab- 
Israeli peace talks. He also 
tapped former ambassador 
to the UN Richard Hol¬ 
brooke as a special envoy 
for Afghanistan and Pak¬ 
istan, and related issues. 

REUTERS 


Clinton vows new 
era in diplomacy 

FOREIGN POLICY Hillary 
Clinton took the helm at 
the State Department 
Thursday, promising a 
new era in U.S. diplomacy, 
but tough times ahead. 

About 1,000 employees 
cheered when Clinton ar¬ 
rived for her first full day 
as secretary of state. 

“1 will do all that 1 can 
working with you to make 
it abundantly clear that ro¬ 
bust diplomacy and effec¬ 
tive development are the 
best long-term tools for se¬ 
curing America’s future,” 
Clinton said. 

Clinton won Senate ap¬ 
proval Wednesday despite 
concerns about the fund¬ 
raising activities of her 
husband, former president 
Bill Clinton. 

REUTERS 


UN launches Gaza relief efforts 


"We are scaling up our humanitarian sup 
port... The situation is very dire.” 

SigridKaag, UNICEF 


MIDDLE EAST The UN is 

launching a major aid ef¬ 
fort to help tens of thou¬ 
sands of children in the af¬ 
termath of Israel’s military 
campaign in Gaza, a top 
aid official said Thursday. 

“We are scaling up our 
humanitarian support and 
looking to expand signifi¬ 
cantly our psychosocial 
support. The situation is 
veiy dire,” said Sigrid Kaag, 
UNICEF Regional Director 
for the Middle East and 
North Africa. 


Kaag said children, who 
form the majority of the 
1.5 million Palestinians in 
the Gaza Strip, bore the 
brunt of the onslaught. 

More than 400 children 
were among the 1,314 
Palestinians killed and 
more than 1,800 children 
were injured, many suffer¬ 


ing amputations or severe 
burns. 

UNICEF aims to offer 
mass counselling and first 
aid. UN technical teams 
are aiming to open schools 
by mid-February and to re¬ 
pair quickly key water sup¬ 
ply systems damaged by 
the bombing. reuters 


KEVIN LAMARQUE / REUTERS 
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48 whales die in beaching in Tasmania 

A pod of 50 sperm whales beached themselves on Australia's southern island 
state of Tasmania overnight Thursday, but only two survived. Reuters 


world 9 



China A mother’s grief 


A woman, whose child died from drinking tainted milk, holds a 
sign reading "'Give me back my child" outside Shijiazhuang in¬ 
termediate people’s court on Thursday. Two men were 
sentenced to death for their role in the scandal that killed six 
children, while the woman most widely blamed for the tragedy 
got life in jail. 


Disasters cost 
China $iioB 


Natural disasters caused 
nearly $110 billion US of 
damage in China last year, 
a warning to other emerg¬ 
ing economies ill- 
prepared for potential 
hazards, the United 
Nations said on Thursday. 

A May earthquake in 
Sichuan and extreme 
weather made China the 
most disaster-affected 
country in economic terms 
in 2008, said the Interna¬ 
tional Strategy for Disaster 
Reduction (ISDR). 

The UN body said the 
world economy suffered a 
$181 billion blow from nat¬ 
urally-occurring events 
such as floods, storms, vol¬ 
canic eruptions, wildfires 
and droughts in 2008. 
Much of the devastation 
was avoidable, said ISDR 
Director Salvano Briceno. 

“These losses could have 
been substantially reduced 
if buildings in China, par¬ 
ticularly schools and hospi¬ 
tals, had been built to be 
more earthquake-re¬ 
silient,” he said. 

Though disasters were 
less frequent than in past 


Most worldwide 

• China also had the high¬ 
est number of disasters last 
year, with 26 recorded. The 
Philippines was next with 
20 , followed by the United 
States with 19, Indonesia 
with 16, and Vietnam and 
India with 10 each. 

years, the Sichuan quake 
and Cyclone Nargis that 
hit Myanmar in May made 
2008 the most deadly since 
2004, when an Indian 
Ocean tsunami devastated 
Indonesia, Sri Lanka, India 
and Thailand. 

A total of 235,816 people 
were killed by disasters in 
2008, compared with 
16,871 the year before.. 
The costs were more than 
double the 2007 damages 
of $75 billion. 

The centre which com¬ 
piled the data released by 
the ISDR said China’s costs 
should serve as a lesson to 
India, Iran, Turkey, and 
other middle-income na¬ 
tions which are building in¬ 
frastructure rapidly, reuters 


Obama's top-spy 
choice sees 
opportunity in 
Iran, Middle East 

SECURITY U.S. intelligence 
agencies should seek ways 
of working with Islamic 
leaders and countries such 
as Iran on issues of mutual 
interest. President Barack 
Obama’s choice for spy 
chief said Thursday. 

Retired adm. Dennis 
Blair also urged a break 
with the Bush administra¬ 
tion intelligence policies 
in a Senate hearing for his 
nomination as director of 
national intelligence. This 
includes applying 
standards for humane 
treatment of terrorism 

suspects. REUTERS 


Russia, Georgia 
must probe war 
crimes: Group 

CONFLICT A leading rights 
watchdog urged Russia 
and Georgia on Thursday 
to investigate indiscrimi¬ 
nate attacks and human 
rights violations, 
including possible war 
crimes, committed during 
their war last year. 

Human Rights \Match re¬ 
leased a report document¬ 
ing attacks on civilians in 
the five-day conflict when 
Russia repelled a Georgian 
assault on South Ossetia. 
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Ringing the cellphone alarm 

New study suggests increased brain tumour risk for kids 



Marketp 


t’s the dream toy of to¬ 
day’s kids. Something 
they can use to play 
games. Text best friends. 
Download the latest 
Jonas Brothers ringtone. And 
call mom. That’s right, kids 
today want cellphones. A 
survey we did of 1,000 Cana¬ 
dian tweens shows that al¬ 
most half of them already 
have a cellphone. 

Parents like the idea, too. 
Companies are keen to mar¬ 
ket cellphones as a security 
tool, a way to stay on top of 
children’s whereabouts. 
Some even come with GPS 
tracking. 

Today’s kids are set to be¬ 
come the longest-term users 
of cellphones, starting at 
younger ages than ever be¬ 
fore. Great for the phone 
business, but some scientists 
are ringing a cautionaiy 



alarm bell. 

I’ve been following the de¬ 
bate about cellphone safety 
for 15 years. During that 
time, there have been two 
huge studies that were sup¬ 
posed to get to the bottom of 
the question, “Can cell¬ 
phone radiation cause brain 
cancer?” The first study was 
inconclusive, and largely 
funded by the compa¬ 
nies that make 
phones. I’ve 
reported 
on the 
fact that 
most of 
the re¬ 
search 
money 
was spent 
on public 
relations, not 
science, allow¬ 
ing companies to 
stand behind a wall 
of inconclusive stud¬ 
ies showing phones are 
safe. 

But now, there are 
cracks in that wall. Re¬ 
sults from a second big 
study are trickling out, 
and some data suggests 
there is an increased 


risk of brain tumours. Some 
scientists say that this is 
cause for concern. Others 
say the data is flawed. 

This isn’t fringe science. 
The new data 
:omes from a 
World Health 
Organization 
aidy. It’s the 
first of its kind 
to take a look 
at what hap¬ 
pens when peo¬ 
ple use cell¬ 
phones over a 
long period. 
The final re¬ 
port was due 
three years 
ago, but it still 
hasn’t been re¬ 
leased because the 
scientists involved 
are deeply divided. 
And of course the 
repercussions are 
huge. Billions of 
dollars are at 
stake. 

And that’s why 
there is concern 
about kids. They 
are a grovdng cell¬ 
phone market, and 
possibly more vul¬ 


nerable to cellphone radia¬ 
tion. This year, a Swedish sci¬ 
entist released preliminaiy 
data that shows kids who 
start using phones in their 
teens have a five times high¬ 
er risk of developing brain 
cancer. 

In the last two years, warn¬ 
ings about kids using cell¬ 
phones have been issued in 
Germany, the U.K., France, 
Belgium, Israel, Russia, India 
and Finland. But in Canada? 
Even though this new evi¬ 
dence is out. Health Canada 
still says; “there is currently 
no convincing evidence of se¬ 
rious health effects.” 

So, until the answer is 
clear, what should parents 
do? Cellphones are a useful 
tool, but kids could limit 
their use. Make shorter calls. 
And remember that phones 
do emit radiation, so tiy to 
hold it a few centimetres 
from your head. Until we 
know more, a little bit of 
caution can’t hurt anyone. 


Wendy Mesley is a co-host of CBC News: 
Marketplace, Canada's award-winning 
consumer affairs show, and a regular back-up 
host with CBC News: The National. 

CBC News: Marketplace airs each Friday night 
at 8:30 p.m. (9 p.m. NT) on CBC Television. 
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EPCOR is a tremendous success story 



UrbanCoi 


lass 


This week provided good 
and bad news for Edmon¬ 
ton taxpayers. 

The good news? The 
transfer of the Goldbar 
waste treatment plant to 
EPCOR is a done deal. You 
may not realize it, but EP¬ 
COR is one heck of an Ed¬ 
monton success story. It’s a 
well-run company with a 
tremendous reputation, 
provincially, nationally and 
internationally That’s one 
of the reasons it’s able to 
hire and retain the talent it 


needs to continue to be a 
success. 

EPCOR makes money, 
and as a result, it consistent¬ 
ly provides the city with 
revenue from its opera¬ 
tions. But lest you think the 
only way EPCOR can be 
profitable is by reaching 
ever deeper into your pock¬ 
et, keep in mind that much 
of its revenue comes from 
outside the city where it 
competes on a level playing 
field with private sector 
companies. When it comes 
to holding the line on cost 
increases, EPCOR consis¬ 
tently outperforms the city. 

So how did the sleepy lit¬ 
tle utility once known as Ed¬ 
monton Power become such 
a player in the generation of 
electricity and the provision 
of drinking water and waste 
water services? The answer 


is simple; it was given the 
freedom to act at arm’s 
length from the city. Though 
you and 1 are still owners of 
EPCOR, it can make the 
right business decisions free 
from the misguided machi¬ 
nations of the city council 
and administration. 

So, why is the increased 
ability of EPCOR to contin¬ 
ue to do what it does well 
and to continue to con¬ 
tribute to the city coffers so 
important? Well, that’s 
where the bad news comes 
in. City council is going to 
need more money to make 
up for the bad decisions it 
seems intent on making. 
Case in point, the Indy. Ed¬ 
montonians are on the 
hook for $5.3 million. 
That’s a lot of sidewalks, my 
friends. We can all be 
thankful that city council is¬ 


n’t involved in the day-to¬ 
day-business decisions of 
EPCOR. Heaven only knows 
what we would be paying 
for water and power if it 
were. 

Now comes the fun part. 
The message spin emanat¬ 
ing from city council is 
meant to make you feel all 
warm and toasty about that 
loss. According to Indy sup¬ 
porters, the event generat¬ 
ed economic spinoffs in ex¬ 
cess of $80 million and 
worldvdde exposure for Ed¬ 
monton. Apparently, that 
makes it worthwhile for the 
city to cover the $5.3 mil¬ 
lion. 

I’d like to see them prove 
that with more than words. 


Terence Harding is a corporate communi¬ 
cator and a keen observer of all things 
Edmonton. 



Letters 


Obama’s good looks too 
good for humour 


Re: Obama too handsome 
to inspire biting satire, 
says Belgian news cartoon¬ 
ist, Jan. 21 

Vihiat great news that, 
according to this article, 
satirical political cartoons 
about Obama will be diffi¬ 
cult to make. 

However, I’m glad not 
because of the specific 
point about Obama, but 
because 1 hope this news 
will reflect and herald 
increasing world¬ 
wide decline of 
satirical political 
content. 

I’ve never 

thought television 
shows and cartoons 
that primarily (or 
even purely) aim to 
create humour by 


ridiculing politicians and 
other figures, while ne¬ 
glecting to provide practi¬ 
cal suggestions for change, 
ever contributed positively 
to our society in any non- 
superficial way. 

If these cartoonists and 
humourists constantly be¬ 
lieve that politicians main¬ 
ly serve to be criti¬ 

cized, 1 suggest that 
they should try to get 
elected and enter 
governments, and 
show me how com¬ 
petent and skilled 
they would be 
in politicians’ 
shoes. 

Perhaps it’s 
time to consider 
closing down 
this biting satire 
“ industry.” 

STRATYOS lESKYR, 
EDMONTON 



Quote of the Day 


would love for them to be 
right, but I think they*re wide- 
eyed optimists right now/* 

— Derek Holt, economist at Scotia Capital reacting to a sugges¬ 
tion by the Bank of Canada that the recession will be harsh, 
but short-lived. reuters 
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Vuitton, Hugo Boss upbeat on Christmas trade ^ ^ 

Top European fashion houses Louis Vuitton and Hugo Boss said Christmas trading proved ^ ^ 
robust, sending a comforting message to the retail industry, the associated press 


Business 
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Swift recovery seen 

But top bank says sharp contraction this quarter 


The Canadian economy 
will contract by an excep¬ 
tionally sharp 4.8 per cent 
in the first quarter of this 
year and continue to 
shrink through mid-year, 
but the recovery will be 
swifter than in the past 
two recessions, the Bank 
of Canada said Thursday. 

Signalling the economy 
is now in the most dramat¬ 
ic part of the downturn, 
the central bank said gross 


Not as bad 


The Bank of Canada's pro¬ 
jections of three quarters of 
recession this time contrasts 
with six quarters in 1981-82 
and four quarters of contrac¬ 
tion in the early 1990s. 

domestic product likely 
shrank by 2.3 per cent in 
the fourth quarter of last 
year and would decline by 


one per cent in the second 
quarter of this year before 
returning to growth. 

It said the growing out¬ 
put gap would not be elim¬ 
inated until mid-2011, but 
this would be about a year 
or more faster than in the 
past, partly because infla¬ 
tion expectations are bet¬ 
ter anchored and the bank 
has therefore been able to 
cut interest rates to lower 

levels. REUTERS 


Vacation bookings good, 
but analysts warn of drop 


VACATIONS The desire of 
Canadians to escape the 
cold and snow with a 
March Break getaway has 
so far trumped concerns 
about an economic reces¬ 
sion — but cracks are be¬ 
ginning to form in the 
packaged holiday industry. 

Flight Centre spokesper¬ 
son Allison Wallace said 
this month will be a litmus 
test when it comes to gaug¬ 
ing the outlook for 2009. 

“January is traditionally our 
busiest month for inquiries 


and bookings and we’re up 
on last year,” she said. 

Analysts, however, say 
it’s a matter of time before 
Canadians put the brakes 
on unnecessary travel. 

The threat of slumping 
demand comes at a partic¬ 
ularly bad time for tour op¬ 
erators, which have collec¬ 
tively increased the seats 
they’re selling in the North 
American market by more 
than 15 per cent this win¬ 
ter, according to analysts. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Microsoft to slash 5,000 jobs 


WARNING Microsoft Corp. 
stunned Wall Street with 
disappointing results that 
included plans to slash up 
to 5,000 jobs and a warn¬ 
ing that revenue will 
almost certainly drop over 
the next two quarters. 

Microsoft’s elimination 
of 5,000 jobs — 1,400 on 


Thursday — amounts to 
about five per cent of its 
96,000 work force. 

Microsoft faces a shift 
by PC buyers to cheaper 
netbooks. The stripped- 
down laptops can run 
Windows, but Microsoft 
makes more on Windows 

for a PC. REUTERS 


Retail data 
shows bite 
of recession 

DECLINE Canadian retail 
sales dropped by 2.4 per 
cent in November from Oc¬ 
tober, the steepest decline 
in nearly 11 years, and ana¬ 
lysts said they expected 
worse to come as the reces¬ 
sion starts to bite harder. 

The November decline 
easily exceeded the 1.5 per 
cent fall expected by mar¬ 
ket analysts and was the 
largest since the 4.5 per 
cent plunge recorded in 
January 1998, when much 
of Eastern Canada was hit 
by an ice storm. 

The value of sales at gaso¬ 
line stations plummeted by 
14.9 per cent from October, 
reflecting lower prices. 

Sales at new car dealers fell 
3.4 per cent. 

Excluding the 
automotive sector, retail 
sales in November were 

flat. REUTERS 
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7^^ il through I 

.history the —— 
great religions have ^ 
spoken to the return 
of a future Teacher. 

The Christians hope for 
the return of the Christ, 
the Buddhists look for the 
coming of a new Buddha, 
while the Muslims await the 
Imam Madhi, the Hindus 
a reincarnation of Krishna 
and the Jews the Messiah. 
How will we know Him? Surely 
He will ring our hearts with 
a message of sharing, 
justice and brotherhood. 

How can we prepare the way 
for Him? Each day brings 
opportunities, large and 
small, to act in favor of unity 
and justice. Our willingness 
to share will make a real 
difference in our world. 

www.shareiiitl.org 
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First prize: Being a training-camp tackling dummy 

Former Dallas Cowboys receiver Michael Irvin, left, is launching a reality TV show in which 12 “football neophytes" will compete for a spot on the Dal¬ 
las Cowboys' training camp roster. The Cowboys confirmed that one of their 80 roster spots will go to the show's winner, metro news services 


Sports 


Venus bounced Down Under 

Venus Williams, left, was knocked out of the Australian Open on 
Thursday, stunned by Spanish player Carla Suarez Navarro in the 
% second round. Suarez Navarro rallied from 5-2 down in the third and 
saved a match point before beating Williams 2-6,6-3, 7 - 5 . There was 
no upset of top seeds Daniel Nestor of Toronto and Nenad Zimonjic 
of Serbia in their first-round doubles match. metro news services 


SPORTS^METRONEWS.CA 


Crosby out of 
all-star game 

NHL Pittsburgh Penguins 
captain Sidney Crosby has 
withdrawn from Sunday’s 
NHL all-star game because 
of injury, and Tampa Bay’s 
Martin St. Louis will take 
his spot on the Eastern 
Conference roster. 

Crosby has been battling 
a knee injury, which 
forced him to miss last Fri¬ 
day’s game against 
Anaheim. Crosby, who was 
voted a starter for this 
year’s contest, did not play 
in last year’s event 
because of a high ankle 
sprain. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Sports in brief 


NBA According to a report in 
the New York Daily News, a 
deal that would send the Rap¬ 
tors' Jermaine O'Neal to Mia¬ 
mi for Shawn Marion has pro¬ 
gressed to the point where 
the teams have exchanged 
medical records on the play¬ 
ers, usually a precursor to an 
imminent trade. 

NBA Alonzo Mourning has de¬ 
cided to retire 
rather than 
mount another 
NBA comeback 
at age 38. The 
seven-time all- 
star centre said 
Thursday he 
Mourning won't return 
from a devastating leg injury 
Dec. 19, 2007 — the fourth 
anniversary of his lifesaving 
kidney transplant. 

SKIING Swiss skier Daniel Al¬ 
brecht sustained brain and 
lung injuries and was placed 
in an induced coma Thursday 
after crashing during down¬ 
hill training in Austria. 

NHL The Philadelphia Flyers 
announced Thursday that cen¬ 
tre Danny Briere will miss at 
least a month of action after 
undergoing an exploratory 
surgical procedure on his 
groin/stomach area. 

FOOTBALL A Kentucky high 
school football coach was 
charged Thursday with reck¬ 
less homicide in the death of 
a player who collapsed at 
practice in August. David Ja¬ 
son Stinson was indicted in 
the death of Max Gilpin. 
Stinson was directing practice 
when the heat index reached 
34 C and the 15-year-old col¬ 
lapsed. The player had a tem¬ 
perature of 42 C when he ar¬ 
rived at the hospital, authori¬ 
ties said, and died three days 
later. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 
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Two girls and one common dream 

On opposite ends of the earth, two 16 -year-oids are ready to make some noise in the sports world 



MARTY YORK 

marty.york(ametronews.ca 


They live in different 
worlds, speak different 
languages and play 
different sports. 

Yet it’s uncanny that 
Japan’s Eri Yoshida and 
Canada’s Brigette Lacquette 
have so much in common. 

Both are 16, both are 
dominating male oppo¬ 
nents and both are attract¬ 
ing excessive attention be¬ 
cause of their abilities and 
potential. 


Yoshida is blowing away 
batters with a remarkable 
sidearm knuckleball that 
recently landed her a pro¬ 
fessional contract in an all¬ 
male Japanese baseball 
league. She’s being viewed 
in Japan as a pioneer and a 
symbol of the changing sta¬ 
tus of women in her coun¬ 
try. 

Lacquette is astonishing 
scouts by thoroughly out¬ 
playing male opponents in 
the Western Manitoba AA 
Midget Hockey League. She 
is her league’s top talent. 
She was the youngest play¬ 


er at the recent World Un- 
der-18 women’s hockey 
championship in Germany 
and was chosen best de¬ 
fenceman. 

“Several scouts have told 
me that, if Brigette contin¬ 
ues in the direction she’s 
going, she’ll be the greatest 
female hockey player in 
Canadian histoiy,” said 
Scott Taylor, sports editor of 
Grass Roots News, Manito¬ 
ba’s Aboriginal newspaper. 
“She’s one of the few play¬ 
ers I’ve seen who can do 
eveiything all game with 
her head up. She’s so fast 
that she flies by opponents. 
And she’s a great playmak- 
er.” 

Brigette lives in Mallard, 
Man. “We’re nowhere,” said 
her father, Terrence, a 
Metis who has lived in Mal¬ 
lard his entire life. “Our 
community has about 80 
adults, 40 kids, 20 dogs and 
15 cats.” 

Still, dozens of universi¬ 
ties — including Cornell, 
Providence, Minnesota and 
North Dakota — have 
found her and are bom¬ 
barding her with expres¬ 
sions of interest. 

Brigette, though, is only 
5-foot-5 and so, barring a se¬ 
rious growth spurt, don’t 
expect her to break the 
NHL’s sex barrier. 

Yoshida, though, has a se¬ 
rious chance to advance to 
MLB. She’s only five feet 
but knuckleballers don’t 
need size or strength. They 
need only to fool batters. 
Yoshida recently left a line 


of nine veteran male bat¬ 
ters hitless and baseball 
types think she could seri¬ 
ously perfect her pitch to 
major-league calibre. 

“She can pitch,” said 
Yoshihiro Nakada, her 
manager in the Kansai In¬ 
dependent League. “The 
media attention we get 
from her is most welcome, 
but that’s not why she is on 
our team. She’s with us be¬ 
cause she’s an excellent 
pitcher.” 

Yoshida started pitching 
in Grade Two, after her fa¬ 
ther showed her a video of 
Boston Red Sox knuckle- 
bailer Tim Wakefield. 

“I’m honoured that she 
patterned herself after me,” 
Wakefield was quoted as 


saying recently. “I’ve heard 
great things about her. Ap¬ 
parently, she’s amazing. 1 
wish her the best of luck. 
Maybe 1 can learn some¬ 
thing from her eventually. 
Nothing surprises me any 
more, so 1 wouldn’t be sur¬ 
prised if she follows in the 
footsteps of other Japanese 
pitchers and winds up in 
the big leagues some day.” 

“The world is progress¬ 
ing,” said Machiko Osawa, a 
professor at Japan 
Women’s University. “The 
United States has an 
African-American president 
and Eri Yoshida has been 
accepted in the conserva¬ 
tive world of sports. 

“These are historical 
times.” 



Eri Yoshida signed a professional contract with a Japanese 
baseball team. 


Koskie wants to make comeback with Team Canada 



hile several 
Canadians 
are either 
not able or 
not inter¬ 
ested in playing for their 
country’s team at the 
World Baseball Classic in 
March, there’s one who’s 
quietly been busting his 
guts for the chance to par¬ 
ticipate. 

In fact, after more than 
two seasons of inactivity 
because of post-concussion 
syndrome, Manitoban 
Corey Koskie is desperately 
trying to crack Team Cana¬ 
da’s roster for what veiy 


To find out how a columnist 
unwittingly saved Nick 
Kypreos’ job, check out 
Marty York’s NHL Report at 
metronews.ca/nhlreport. 


likely would be his last hur¬ 
rah. Metro has learned the 
ex-Blue Jays third baseman 
has an agreement in writ¬ 
ing with general manager 
Greg Hamilton that stipu¬ 
lates he’d be added to Team 
Canada’s 45-man, prelimi¬ 
nary roster if he is deemed 
physically fit by Feb. 1. 

“My wife and 1 have 
talked lots about this,” 
Koskie confirmed in an in¬ 
terview, “and we’ve agreed 
that (playing for Canada) 
would be a great way to re¬ 
tire.” 

Koskie, 35, said he has 
been working out diligent¬ 
ly for months and has re¬ 
ceived permission from the 
Minnesota Twins to train at 
their camp in Fort Myers, 
Fla., in Februaiy if he gets 




the green light from Team 
Canada. 

Koskie starred for the 
Twins from 1998 through 
2004. He was the Jays’ mar¬ 
quee free-agent acquisition 
for 2005 but struggled with 
injuries and was dealt to 
Milwaukee after the sea¬ 
son. Concussions sidelined 
him while with the Brew¬ 
ers in 2006 and he had to 
sit out 2007 and 2008. 

Should Koskie crack 


Team Canada’s final, 28- 
man roster, he’d unlikely 
play much. Manager Ernie 
Whitt plans to start the 
Kansas City Royals’ Mark 
Teahen at third base, the 
Houston Astros’ Chris Barn¬ 
well at shortstop, the Wash¬ 
ington Nationals’ Peter Orr 
at second and Minnesota’s 
Justin Momeau at first. 

• Doug Berry, who 
coached the Blue Bombers 
to the Grey Cup game in 
2007 and was fired by Win¬ 
nipeg after the 2008 sea¬ 
son, is desperately seeking 
work after the Toronto Arg¬ 
onauts rejected his applica¬ 
tions to become their head 
or assistant coach ... Look 
for the Argos to acquire 
quarterback Kevin Glenn, 
at least as a backup to Kerry 


Joseph, now that new Win¬ 
nipeg coach Mike Kelly in¬ 
tends to trade the veteran... 
Despite efforts by Argos co¬ 
owner David Cynamon to 
downplay it, Michael (Pin¬ 
ball) Clemons is indeed out 
as the club’s chief shot- 
caller — as reported here 
Tuesday — and will take a 
significant pay cut to stay 
on in an ambassador role ... 
The Hamilton Tiger-Cats, 
meanwhile, have told QB 
Casey Printers he’s not wel¬ 
come back unless he ac¬ 
cepts a pay cut that would 
reduce his $450,000-a-year 
salary to less than 
$ 200 , 000 . 


Marty York has been a groundbreaking 
sports columnist and broadcaster 
in Canada for decades. 






























EDITOR: DEAN LISK, DEAN.LISK/aMETRONEWS.CA 



Button tops Oscar noms Pg u 


The Curious Case of Benjamin Button was the big leader at the announcement of this year's Academy Awards, receiving 13 
nominations — including best picture, best actor and best adapted screenplay. 


Movies 


movies Pg 16 



Inkheart's screen adaptation 
pales in comparison to novel 



New Pornographers 
frontman goes solo 



See why this revamped hybrid 
is making it into our hot list 



-yjaicE.^t4..G TA_. 


Peter Howell, Toronto star 


ONE OF THE BEST OF 2008!” 

CLINT EASTWOOD 

GRAN TORINO 


VILLAGE ROADSHOW PICTURES 


NOW PLAYING! 

Check Theatre Directory or www.warnerl)roscanada.coiii for Locations and Showtimes 
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Also opening this week 

Underworld: Rise of The Lycans opens in theatres this Friday. As there were no press previews, there will 

be a review of the film in Monday's edition of Metro. 
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Talking 

Oscars 


What the stars are saying 
about their Academy 
nominations: 


“This is a 
great honor 
for the 
movie, and 
I’m 

especially 
happy for 
David 
Fincher, for 
without 
him there would be no 
Ben Button.” 

— BRAD PITT, BEST ACTOR, THE 
CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN 
BUTTON 

PARAMOUNT STATEMENT 

“My wife (Diane Lane) 
called me. It’s her 
birthday and she said, 

It’s the best present I 
could have gotten.’ She 
sung me a happy nomina¬ 
tion birthday song.” 

— JOSH BROUN, BEST 
SUPPORTING ACTOR, MILK 
PEOPLE.COM 

“Working 
with Clint 
Eastwood 
was a 
reward in 
itself that 
will last me 
a lifetime. 

It has been 
an 

exceptional 
year for acting, and I am 
honoured to be in the 
company of these talent¬ 
ed actors whose perform¬ 
ances all deserve this 
recognition.” 

— ANGELINA JOLIE, 
BEST ACTRESS 
USWEEKLY.COM 

“It is such a thrill to be 
recognized in this catego¬ 
ry with these remarkably 
talented women. I was 
with my parents and my 
dog when I got the news 
and we were all 
overjoyed — although I’m 
not sure my dog knew 
what was going on. This 
is a great day to be an ac¬ 
tress!” 

— ANNE HATHAWAY, BEST ACTRESS, 
RACHEL GETTING MARRIED 
PEOPLE.COM 



Angelina 

Jolie 



Brad Pitt 


“I’m 

extremely 
happy to 
have been 
nominated. 
And very 
fortunate. 
Playing 
Hanna 
Schmitz 
will always remain one of 
the biggest challenges 
I’ve ever been blessed 

with.” — KATE WINSLET, 

BEST ACTRESS, THE READER 
PEOPLE.COM 



Kate Winslet 




(Clockwise from left) Slumdog Millionaire received 10 nominations, including best picture; Gus van Sant's Milk picked up some major 
nominations, including best actor for Sean Penn. Anne Hathaway got a best actress nod for Rachel Getting Married; Mickey Rourke 
was nominated for The Wrestler; and Waltz With Bashir picked up a nomination for best foreign film. 

The race begins 

Button, Slumdog lead Oscar nominations 


The Curious Case of 
Benjamin Button, a drama 
in which Brad Pitt plays a 
man who ages backward, 
led the field of Oscar con¬ 
tenders with 13 
nominations, organizers 
said Thursday. 

Slumdog Millionaire, the 
tale of an impoverished or¬ 
phan’s improbable victory 
on an Indian television 
game show, followed with 
10, while the Batman se¬ 
quel The Dark Knight and 
the gay-rights saga Milk 
each landed eight. 

Benjamin Button, Slum¬ 
dog Millionaire and Milk 
will vie for best picture at 
the 81st annual Academy 
Awards, alongside The Read¬ 
er and Frost/Nixon. All five 
also had best director nomi¬ 
nations. 

Clint Eastwood’s recent 
box office champ Gran 
Torino was notably 
snubbed, with no nomina¬ 
tions. 

As expected, late Aus¬ 
tralian actor Heath Ledger 
was nominated for his sup¬ 
porting role as the villain¬ 
ous Joker in The Dark 
Knight. 

The Dark Knight, the 
biggest box office smash 
since Titanic in 1997, had 
been seen as having an 
outside shot at a best pic¬ 
ture slot but all of its other 
nominations ended up be¬ 


ing in technical categories. 

With 13 nominations, 
Benjamin Button falls one 
short of the record shared 
by All About Eve (1959) and 
Titanic. Its nominations in¬ 
cluded best actor for Pitt, 
best director for David 
Fincher, best supporting ac¬ 
tress for Taraji P. Henson 
and best adapted screenplay 
for Eric Roth and Robin 
Swicord. 

Loosely based on a short 
story by F. Scott Fitzger¬ 
ald, Benjamin Button has 
been a commercial and 
critical success, and will 
likely combine with The 
Dark Knight to boost the 



Oscar’s ratings. 

In recent years. Academy 
voters have favored smaller, 
arthouse pictures and TV 
viewers stayed away in 
droves. 

“It is a good across-the- 
board look at movies of the 
past year,” said Sid Cards, 
president of the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sci¬ 
ences. “1 like the list because 
it is somewhat not as predict¬ 
ed. It goes from little old 


Slumdog to big Benjamin 
Button.” 

Meryl Streep, 59, already 
the all-time acting Oscar 
record holder with 14 
nominations, landed her 
15th for her lead role in 
Doubt, in which she plays 
a vindictive nun. 

Other leading films in¬ 
cluded the animated feature 
WALL-E with six nomina¬ 
tions and Doubt, Frost/Nixon 
and The Reader with five 
each. 

• The Oscars will be pre¬ 
sented Feb. 22 at the Kodak 
Theater in Hollywood. Aus¬ 
tralian actor Hugh Jack- 
man will host. REUTERS 


Ledger's Joker strikes again 


NOMINATION Heath 

Ledger’s action movie vil¬ 
lain The Joker is getting 
the last laugh over Hol- 
l 3 ^ood. The Aus¬ 
tralian actor’s best 
supporting actor Os¬ 
car nomination Thurs¬ 
day came exactly a 
year after he 
died of an ac¬ 
cidental pre¬ 
scription- 
drug over¬ 
dose and 
was a rare 
exception 



to the rule that Oscar 
voters overlook ac- 
tion hero movies. 

Not only did 
Ledger help the 
Batman sequel 
The Dark Knight 
become the 
biggest movie since 
vf Titanic, but he 
also picked 
up a slew 
of awards 
1 for his 
chilling 
but com¬ 
pelling 


role as The Joker. 

Thursday’s Oscar nomi¬ 
nation put Ledger in line 
for only the second posthu¬ 
mous Academy Award to 
be handed out to an actor. 
Peter Finch won for 1976’s 
Network about two 
months after he suffered a 
fatal heart attack, aged 60. 

“Oscar voters are notori¬ 
ous snobs who turn up their 
noses at superhero movies. 
This may be popcorn, but it 
is gourmet popcorn,” said 
Tom O’Neil, a movie colum¬ 
nist. REUTERS 


List of nominees 


Best Picture 

• The Curious Case of Ben¬ 
jamin Button; Frost/Nixon; 
Milk; The Reader; Slumdog 
Millionaire. 

Best Actor 

• Richard Jenkins - The Visi¬ 
tor; Frank Langella 
Frost/Nixon; Sean Penn - 
Milk; Brad Pitt - The Curious 
Case of Benjamin Button; 
Mickey Rourke - The 
Wrestler. 

Best Actress 

• Anne Hathaway - Rachel 
Getting Married; Angelina 
Jolie - Changeling; Melissa 
Leo - Frozen River; Meryl 
Streep - Doubt; Kate Winslet 
-The Reader. 

Best Supporting Actor 

• Josh Brolin - Milk; Robert 
Downey Jr. - Tropic Thunder; 
Philip Seymour Hoffman - 
Doubt; Heath Ledger - The 
Dark Knight; Michael Shan¬ 
non - Revolutionary Road 
Best Supporting Actress 

• Amy Adams - Doubt; 
Penelope Cruz - Vicky Cristi¬ 
na Barcelona; Viola Davis - 
Doubt; Taraji P. Henson - 
The Curious Case of Ben¬ 
jamin Button; Marisa Tomei 
-The Wrestler. 

Best Director 

• David Fincher - The Curi¬ 
ous Case of Benjamin But¬ 
ton; Ron Howard 
Frost/Nixon; Gus Van Sant - 
Milk; Stephen Daldry - The 
Reader; Danny Boyle - Slum¬ 
dog Millionaire 

Best Animated Feature 

• Bolt; Kung-Fu Panda; 
WALL-E. 

Best Foreign Language 
Film 

• The Baader Meinhof Com¬ 
plex - Germany; The Class - 
France; Departures - Japan; 
Revanche - Austria; Waltz 
with Bashir - Israel 

Best Foreign Language 
Film 

• The Baader Meinhof Com¬ 
plex - Germany; The Class - 
France; Departures - Japan; 
Revanche - Austria; Waltz 
with Bashir - Israel 

Best Adapted Screenplay 

• Eric Roth and Robin Swicord, 
The Curious Case of Benjamin 
Button; John Patrick Shanley, 
Doubt; Peter Morgan, 
Frost/Nixon; David Hare, The 
Reader; Simon Beaufoy, Slum¬ 
dog Millionaire. 

Best Original Screenplay 

• Courtney Hunt, Frozen 
River; Mike Leigh, Happy- 
Go-Lucky; Martin McDon- 
agh. In Bruges; Dustin Lance 
Black, Milk; Andrew Stan¬ 
ton, Jim Reardon and Pete 
Docter, “WALL-E.” 

Original Score 

• The Curious Case of Ben¬ 
jamin Button, Alexandre 
Desplat; Defiance, James 
Newton Howard; Milk, Dan¬ 
ny Elfman; Slumdog Mil¬ 
lionaire, A.R. Rahman; 
WALL-E, Thomas Newman. 

• More nominees at 
metronews.ca 
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Correction 

The Uninvited opens in theatres across Canada on Jan. 30, not this Friday. 
An incorrect date appeared in Wednesday's issue of Metro. 
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star pair about Town 

Zellweger, ConnickJr. dish on rom-com 



Renee Zellweger plays an executive who goes to Minnesota 
to shut down a plant in the romantic comedy New In Town. 


STEVE COW 

for Metro Canada 


refuse to be upstaged by 
Mother Nature!” shouted 
actor-musician Harry Con- 
nick Jr. in a rattling West 
Hollywood hotel room re¬ 
cently. See, together with 
co-star Renee Zellweger, 
he was promoting their 
latest movie when a Cali¬ 
fornia earthquake sudden¬ 
ly struck. 

Only it didn’t. After a few 
minutes and some nervous 
laughs, everyone realized the 
vibrations were in fact, due 
to some aggressive machin- 
eiy on the floor below and 
indeed not Mother Nature. 

Still, if nothing else, the 
impromptu moment gave 
us all a glimpse into the type 
of unrehearsed levity the 
pair had just experienced 
making their latest roman¬ 
tic-comedy New In Town — 
in theatres next Friday. 

“The prospect of working 


with Renee and the idea 1 
had about working with her 
(was what) really made me 
want to do it,” says Connick 
Jr., before joking diyly: “Un¬ 
fortunately none of the 
things I thought would hap¬ 
pen happened, but still the 
idea of it was great.” 

The stoiy of an ambitious 
executive (Zellweger) who 


temporarily relocates to 
Minnesota to shut down a 
plant run by a rugged union 
boss (Connick Jr.), New In 
Town was actually filmed in 
Winnipeg last year during a 
record-breaking cold snap. 
Like the earthquake-that- 
wasn’t, the cast refused to 
let Mother Nature dampen 
their spirits. 


Movie feature 


“I don’t think there was 
a day when we weren’t 
laughing until our eyelids 
were frozen together from 
tears,” said Zellweger, 
adding that such extreme 
weather may have actually 
helped bond the group. 

As for living in Manitoba 
over the winter, Zellweger 
was happy to remain “new 
in town” herself and admits, 
like her character, she too 
lacks a certain doggedness 
to reside in climates where 
the temperature is low and 
the snow is deep. 

“The tenacity of the 
people was just so impres¬ 
sive. To me, when you 
look outside, you think, 
‘where’s the road? I guess 
there’s no driving today?’ 
but that’s not the case,” 
said a surprised Zell¬ 
weger. “Everybody just 
gets up and gets on with it 
like it’s normal.” 


Twilight actress off 
to Adventureland 


FEATURE Vampire romance 
Twilight hurtled Kristen 
Stewart to the kind of fame 
that can turn a life into a 
roller coaster ride, so it 
seems appropriate that her 
new movie revolves around 
an amusement park. 

Adventureland, which 
premiered this week at the 
Sundance Film Festival, is 
one of a string of quirky 
movies Stewart, 18, has 
starred-in since her first film 
at age 11. 

But none of those 
movies ever brought the 
actress the sort of atten¬ 
tion she has received the 
last two months since Twi¬ 
light struck gold at box of¬ 
fices with more than $324 
million US worldwide 
since its November debut. 

In the movie, Stewart 
portrayed Bella Swan, a 
love-struck teen adored by 
millions of young girls af¬ 
ter they began devouring 
the series of books on 
which the movie is based. 

Stewart is a child of Hol¬ 
lywood — the daughter of 


a stage man¬ 
ager and a 
script super¬ 
visor — and 
her Los An¬ 
geles up¬ 
bringing 
provided a 
close up 
view of 
fame that 
has helped her handle the 
three-ring media circus of 
Hollywood celebrity. 

“I grew up on a set,” she 
told Reuters at Sundance. "I 
don’t take it as seriously, 
and then at the same time I 
take it more seriously than 
anyone. It’s like a balance.” 

Adventureland is a com- 
ing-of-age movie about a 
recent college graduate 
named James, played by 
The Squid and the Whale 
star Jesse Eisenberg, who 
takes a summer job at an 
amusement park and falls 
in love with a tortured but 
sincere young carnival 
worker named Em Lewin 
(Stewart). 

REUTERS 
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Stewart 
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“WILDLY ENTERTAINING! 


‘Inkheart’ is a joyride.” 


- Karen Durbin. ELLE A^GAZINE 


'^Visually stunning;^ 


Russ Simmons, FOX-TV 


''A fast-moving action adventure/' 

-Jeffrey Lyons, NBC/LYONS & BAILES REEL TALK 


^ BRENDAN PAUL HELEN JIM ANDY 

FRASER BETTANY MIRREN BROADBENT SERKIS 



BASED ON THE BEST-SELLING BOOK 


FRIGHTENING SCENES 


WWW. alliancefilms. com 

www.inkheartmovie.com 


STARTS TODAY! Check Theatre Directory or www.alliancefilms.com for showtimes. 




You could MN your own family adventure! visit www.iasenzagiri.com 
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Sex and the City pack agree to sequel, report claims 

Us Weekly reports in its newest issue that Sarah Jessica Parker, 43 , Kim Cattrall, 52, Cynthia Nixon, 42, and Kristin 
Davis, 43 , have agreed to appear in the sequel to Sex and the City: The Movie, usweekly.com 


Reel Time 


A CLASSIC; EXCELLENT; GOOD; FAIR; ^ POOR 


Saving Brendan Fraser 


C ritics used to love 
Brendan Fraser. 
Early on Roger 
Ebert called him 
“subtle and at¬ 
tuned” and Barbara Ellen 
in The Times raved that he 
was “a revelation — so 
measured, suave and in¬ 
trinsically watchable.” 

That was then. This is 
now. 

Lately the tone of his re¬ 
views has taken a turn. 
“Noticeably uninvolved” 
and “worn out” are just 
two descriptions of his cur¬ 
rent work in movies like 
The Mummy: Tomb of the 
Dragon Emperor. One blog¬ 
ger even wrote, with sim¬ 
ple hateful eloquence, “His 
face makes me angry.” 


1 thought of this as 1 
watched Inkheart. A big 
budget fantasy adventure, it 
encapsulates everything 
that’s wrong with Fraser’s 
career. It’s another forget¬ 
table performance in an un¬ 
remarkable movie that al¬ 
lows the premise and the 
CGI to overshadow every¬ 
thing else. According to av- 
club.com, in recent years 
this guy has spent so much 
time in front of a green 
screen “his children proba¬ 
bly have traces of CGI in 
their DNA.” 

Of course Fraser would 
counter that he’s not mak¬ 
ing films for the critics, 
but judging by the gross of 
the last Mummy movie, 
he’s not making them for 
audiences either. 

But let’s put the snarki- 
ness aside for a moment 
and remember a time 
when Fraser was actually 
considered a real actor. 
Years before he discovered 
the financial benefits of 
emoting in front of a green 
screen he made small, in¬ 
teresting, character-driven 



Brendan Fraser’s latest movie 
Inkheart is a good example of 
what’s wrong with his career, 
says columnist Richard Crouse. 

films. 

For example, in Gods and 
Monsters Fraser played 
Clay Boone, a young 
straight ex-Marine who 
forms a bond with James 
Whale, the elderly gay di¬ 
rector of Frankenstein 
played by Ian McKellen. 
Fraser’s take on Clay is 
complicated but sympa¬ 
thetic as he forms a platon¬ 
ic relationship with the 
older man who becomes 
the father figure he never 
had. In this film Fraser 


holds his own against the 
masterful McKellen. 

The Quiet American sees 
Fraser as Alden Pyle, an 
idealist who must learn to 
deal with moral ambiguity. 
Again his work is well 
crafted and thoughtful. 

Further acting high 
points include the image 
obsessed district attorney 
in Crash; and Journey to 
the End of Night’s Paul, a 
degenerate gambler who 
double-crosses his father 
and tries to run off with 
the cash. 

Not since Orson Welles 
voiced commercials for a 
frozen pea company has 
one actor squandered his 
talent so flagrantly, so 
let’s remember Fraser for 
the good ones — the ones 
listed above as well as 
1997’s Still Breathing — 
and hope that he gets 
over his green screen ad¬ 
diction sooner rather 
than later. 


Richard Crouse is the author of Son of the 
100 Best Movies You've Never Seen and 
film critic for (TV’s Canada AM. 
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Inkheart better on page 


Inkheart 

Director: lain Softley 
Stars: Brendan Fraser 
Classification: STC 
Rating: @@14 


STEVE COW 

for Metro Canada 


REVIEW In his new movie 
Inkheart, Brendan Fraser 
utters this slice of rever¬ 
berating dialogue: “The 
written word is a powerful 
thing. Better be careful 
with it.” 

Nowhere is this perhaps 
better demonstrated than 
in the new fantasy adapta¬ 
tion of Cornelia Funke’s 
hit novel in which Fraser 
— as bookbinder Mo 
Folchart — possesses the 
supernatural ability to 
bring fictional characters 
to life just by reading them 
aloud. 

Sure, that might sound 
like a cool party trick but 
while Folchart uncovered 
his talent reading a tome 
called Inkheart, he also dis¬ 
covered that a real person 


On the web 


• To see an Inkheart trailer, 
and screen times, visit 
metronews.ca/movies 

is traded in reciprocation 
— namely, his wife. 

Now, a decade later, the on¬ 
ly way to rescue her is to find 
a copy of Inkheart and read 
her back out of the novel. 

Along the way, Folchart 
and his daughter (Eliza 
Bennett) meet a dizzying 
array of characters includ¬ 
ing the book’s desperate 
hero (Paul Bettany), a con¬ 
spiring antagonist called 
Capricorn as well as flying 
monkeys, a unicorn, Ra- 
punzel and Toto from The 
Wizard of Oz. 

While director lain Soft- 
ley is able to engage with 
big epic stunts and grand 
effects, Inkheart ironically 
loses its audience with a 
convoluted stoiy that never 
fully satisfies many of its 
own questions. The notion 
of swapping real folks with 
characters in a book is in¬ 
triguing, but the film never 
fully gives it reason. 
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This week’s new releases are highlighted in pink. 


Screen Times 


THESE PAGES COVER MOVIE START TIMES FROM FRL, JAN. 23 TO THURS., JAN. 29 . TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. COMPLETE LISTINGS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE AT METRONEWS.CA/MOVIES. 


CITY CENTRE 9 CINEMAS 

10200102nd Ave., 780-421-7020 


Christian Bale stars in The Dark Knight, which is currently in theatres. 


The Curious Case of Benjamin 
Button (PC) Digital Presentation Fri-Thu 
12-3:40-7:20 

Frost/Nixon (PC) DTS Digital Fri-Thu 

12:40-3:35-6:40-9:40 

Gran Torino (14A) DTS Digital Fri-Thu 

12:10-3-7-9:50 

Notorious (18A) DTS Digital Fri-Thu 
12:30-3:30-6:35-9:30 

Revolutionary Road (14A) DTS Digi¬ 
tal Fri-Thu 12:25-3:20-6:30-9:20 
Underworld: Rise of the Lycans 

(18A) Dolby Stereo Digital Fri-Thu 12:20- 

3:10-6:50-9:15 _ 

CLAREVIEW 10 CINEMAS 

4211139th Ave., 780-472-7600 

Bride Wars (PC) Fri 4 : 40 - 7 : 20 - 9:35 Sat- 
Sun 1:45-4:40-7:20-9:35 Mon-Thu 4 : 40 - 
7:20-9:35 

Frost/Nixon (PC) Fri 3:50-6:40-9:30 Sat- 
Sun 1-3:50-6:40-9:30 Mon-Thu 3:50-6:40- 
9:30 

Gran Torino (14A) Fri 4 : 05 - 6 : 45 - 9:25 
Sat-Sun 1:20-4:05-6:45-9:25 Mon-Thu 4:05- 
6:45-9:25 

Hotel for Dogs (G) Fri 4 - 6 : 35-9 Sat-Sun 
1:30-4-6:35-9 Mon-Thu 4-6:35-9 
Inkheart (PG) Fri 4:10-7-9:40 Sat-Sun 
1:10-4:10-7-9:40 Mon-Thu 4:10-7-9:40 

Last Chance Harvey (PG) Fri-Thu 9:15 
My Bloody Valentine 3 D (18A) Fri 

4:30-7:10-9:45 Sat-Sun 1:40-4:30-7:10-9:45 
Mon-Thu 4:30-7:10-9:45 
Notorious (18A) Fri 3:45-6:30-9:20 Sat- 
Sun 12:50-3:45-6:30-9:20 Mon-Thu 3:45- 
6:30-9:20 

Paul Blart: Mall Cop (PG) Fri 4:20- 
6:50-9:10 Sat-Sun 1:50-4:20-6:50-9:10 
Mon-Thu 4:20-6:50-9:10 Mon 1 
The Unborn (14A) Fri 4:25-6:55 Sat-Sun 
2:10-4:25-6:55 Mon-Thu 4:25-6:55 
Underworld: Rise of the Lycans 
(18A) Fri 4:50-7:30-9:50 Sat-Sun 2-4:50- 
7:30-9:50 Mon-Thu 4:50-7:30-9:50 _ 

GARNEAU THEATRE 

8712-10951,780-433-2212 

Slumdog Millionaire (14A) Fri 6:50- 
9:25 Sat-Sun 2-6:50-9:25 Mon-Thu 6:50- 

METRO CINEMA 

Zeidler Hall, Citadel Theatre Complex, 
9828-101 Ave., 780-425-9212, 
metrocinema.orq 

Alice’s House (STC) Fri 7 Sat 9 Sun 7 
Mon 9 

Best of Ottawa 2008 (STC) Fri 9 Sat 7 

Sun 9 Mon 7 

Unforgotten (STC) Thu 7:30 
■ _ _ z: 

MOVIES 11 

5074130 Ave., 780-472-9779 

■ 

Australia (PG) Fri-Sat 12:50-4:05-7:40-11 
Sun-Thu 12:50-4:05-7:40 

Beverly Hills Chihuahua (G) Fri-Sat 

2-4:45-7:20-9:35-11:45 Sun-Thu 2-4:45- 
7:20-9:35 

Changeling (14A) Fri-Thu 4-9:30 
Four Christmases (PG) Fri-Sat 1:40- 
4:25-6:45-9:20-11:30 Sun-Thu 1:40-4:25- 
6:45-9:20 

High School Musical 3: Senior 

Year(G) Fri-Thu 1:30-7:05 

Madagascar: Escape 2 Africa (G) 

Fri-Sat 1 : 35 - 4 : 40 - 7 - 9 : 10 - 11:35 Sun-Thu 
1:35-4:40-7-9:10 

Nights in Rodanthe (PG) Fri-Sat 1:15- 
4:10-6:40-9:15-12 Sun-Thu 1:15-4:10-6:40- 
9:15 

Quantum of Solace (14A) Fri-Sat 
1:45-4:30-7:15-9:45-12:05 Sun-Thu 1:45- 
4:30-7:15-9:45 

Rachel Getting Married (STC) Fri-Sat 
1:25-4:15-6:50-9:25-11:40 Sun-Thu 1:25- 
4:15-6:50-9:25 

Role Models (14A) Fri-Sat 2:05-4:50- 
7:30-9:55-12:15 Sun-Thu 2:05-4:50-7:30- 
9:55 

The Tale of Despereaux (G) Fri-Sat 
1:50-4:20-6:50-9:05-11:20 Sun-Thu 1:50- 
4:20-6:50-9:05 

Transporter 3 (14A) Fri-Sat 1 : 55 - 4 : 35 - 
7:10-9:50-12:10 Sun-Thu 1:55-4:35-7:10- 
9:50 

Twilight (PG) Fri-Sat 1:20-4:05-6:55- 
9:40-12:10 Sun-Thu 1:20-4:05-6:55-9:40 

NORTH EDMONTON 
CINEMAS 

14231137th Ave., 780-732-2236 


Bedtime Stories (G) Fri-Thu 1:30-4:20 
Bride Wars (PG) Fri-Thu 12:40-2:50-5- 
7:20-9:50 

The Curious Case of Benjamin 
Button (PG) Fri-Thu 12:05-3:45-7:30 
Defiance (14A) Fri-Thu 12:45-3:50-7- 
10:15 

Gran Torino (14A) Fri-Thu 12:50-3:40- 
7:05-10:05 

Hotel for Dogs (G) Fri-Thu 12-2:30- 
4:50-7:15-9:30 

Last Chance Harvey (PG) Fri-Thu 1:20- 
4:10-6:40-9 

Marley & Me (PG) Fri-Thu 1-3:30-6:30- 

9:15 

Metropolitan Opera: Orfeo ed 
Euridice - Gluck (STC) Sat 11 
My Bloody Valentine 3D (18A) Fri- 
Thu 12:30-3-5:20-7:50-10:30 

Paul Blart: Mall Cop (PG) Fri-Tue 
12:20-2:40-5:10-7:40-10:10 Wed 5:10-7:40- 
10:10 Thu 12:20-2:40-5:10-7:40-10:10 Star 
& Strollers Screening Wed 1 
Slumdog Millionaire (14A) No Pass¬ 
es Fri 1:10-4-6:50-9:40 Sat-Tue 1:10-4-6:50- 
9:40 Wed 4-6:50-9:40 Thu 1:10-4-6:50-9:40 
Star & Strollers Screening Wed 1 
The Unborn (14A) Fri-Thu 1:50-5:15- 

8:10-10:35 

Underworld: Rise of the Lycans 

(18A) No Passes Fri-Thu 12:10-2:45-5:30-8- 
10:40 

The Wrestler (14A) Fri-Thu 1:40-4:30- 
7:10-10 

Yes Man (14A) Fri-Thu 6 : 45 - 9:10 _ 

PRINCESS I & II 

^^337Wh^teAvy8^3W2^ 

Defiance (14A) Fri 6:45-9:20 Sat-Sun 2- 
6:45-9:20 Mon-Thu 6:45-9:20 
The Wrestler (14A) Fri 7-9:10 Sat-Sun 
2:30-7-9:10 Mon-Thu 7-9:10 _ 

SCOTIABANK THEATRE 
WEST MALL 

8882170th St., 780-444-2400 

Bedtime Stories (G) Fri-Tue 12:40- 
3:50-6:45-9:15 Wed 12:40-3:50-9:40 Thu 
12:40-3:50-6:45-9:15 

Bride Wars (PG) Fri-Thu 12:30-3:20- 
6:30-9:20 

The Curious Case of Benjamin 
Button (PG) Fri-Thu 12-4-8 
The Dark Knight: The IMAX Ex¬ 
perience (PG) No Passes Fri 12-3:30-7- 
10:15 Sat-Thu 12-3:30-7-10:15 
Defiance (14A) Fri-Thu 12:15-3:40-6:50- 
9:50 

Gran Torino (14A) Fri-Tue 12:20-3:15- 
7:15-10:15 Wed 3:40-7:15-10:15 Thu 12:20- 
3:15-7:15-10:15 Star & Strollers Screening 
Wedi 

Inkheart (PG) Fri-Thu 12:45-3:45-6:40- 


9:40 

Larger Than Life (STC) Wed 7 
Metropolitan Opera: Orfeo ed 
Euridice - Gluck (STC) Sat 11 
Notorious (18A) Fri-Thu 1:20-4:20-7:20- 
10:30 

Paul Blart: Mall Cop (PG) Fri-Tue 
12:50-3:30-7-9:30 Wed 12:50-3:30-6:35- 
9:50 Thu 12:50-3:30-7-9:30 
The Unborn (14A) Fri-Thu 2-4:40-7:50- 
10:20 

Underworld: Rise of the Lycans 

(18A) No Passes Fri-Thu 12:10-2:30-5-7:40- 
10:30 

Valkyrie (PG) Fri 1:10-4:10-7:10-10:10 
Sat 1:20-4:10-7:10-10:10 Sun-Tue i:io- 
4:10-7:10-10:10 Wed 1:10-4:10-10:10 Thu 
1:10-4:10-7:10-10:10 
WWE: Royal Rumble (STC) Sun 6 
Yes Man (14A) Fri-Sat 1:30-4:30-7:30-10 
Sun 12-2:30-10 Mon-Tue 1:30-4:30-7:30-10 
Wed 4:30-7:30-10 Thu 1:30-4:30-7:30-10 
Star & Strollers Screening Wed 1 _ 

SOUTH EDMONTON 
COMMON 

^ 152599thS^78M3&^58^^ 

Bedtime Stories (G) Fri-Thu 12:05- 
2:30-4:50 

Bride Wars (PG) Fri-Thu 1:50-4:40-7:25- 
10:05 

Chandni Chowk to China (PG) Fri- 
Thu 12-4-8 

The Curious Case of Benjamin 
Button (PG) Fri-Thu 12:30-4:05-8 
Frost/Nixon (PG) Fri-Thu 12:45-3:45- 
6:50-9:45 

Gran Torino (14A) Fri-Wed 1:20-4:15- 

7:10-10:10 Thu 4:15-7:10-10:10 Star & 

Strollers Screening Thu 1 

Hotel for Dogs (G) Fri-Thu 1:30-4:10- 

6:45-9:20 

Inkheart (PG) Fri-Thu 1:15-4:20-7:20-10 

Larger Than Life (STC) Wed 7 
Marley & Me (PG) Fri-Sat 1:10-4:30- 
7:40-10:15 Sun 1:10-4:25-10:15 Mon-Tue 
1:10-4:30-7:40-10:15 Wed 1:10-3:50-10:15 
Thu 1:10-4:30-7:40-10:15 
Metropolitan Opera: Orfeo ed 
Euridice - Gluck (STC) Sat 11 
My Bloody Valentine 3D (18A) Fri- 
Thu 1-3:40-7:30-10:30 
Paul Blart: Mall Cop (PG) Fri 12:10- 
2:40-4:55-7:45-10:20 Sat-Wed 12:15-2:40- 
4:55-7:45-10:20 Thu 4:55-7:45-10:20 Star & 
Strollers Screening Thu 1 
Revolutionary Road (14A) Fri-Thu 

12:40-3:30-6:55-9:55 

Slumdog Millionaire (14A) No Pass¬ 
es Fri 12:50-4-7-10:20 Sat-Thu 12:50-4-7- 
10:20 

The Unborn (14A) Fri-Sat 1 : 45 - 4 : 35 - 
7:35-10:15 Sun 1:45-7:35-10:15 Mon-Thu 




1:45-4:35-7:35-10:15 

Underworld: Rise of the Lycans 

(18A) No Passes Fri-Thu 12:10-2:45-5-7:50- 
10:30 

Valkyrie (PG) Fri-Tue 12:20-3:20-6:40- 


9:30 Wed 12:20-3:20-10 Thu 12:20-3:20- 
6:40-9:30 

WWE: Royal Rumble (STC) Sun 6 
Yes Man (14A) Fri-Thu 7:15-9:40 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 

Edmonton Space And Science Centre, 

^ll2m2S^78M5^34^^ 

The Alps (STC) Fri 4-8 Sat-Sun 12-4 
Amazon (STC) Mon 1:30 Thu 12:30 
Beavers (STC) Tue 9:30 
Bugs! (STC) Mon 9:30 Wed 10:30 

Coral Reef Adventure (G) Mon 11:30 
Tue 1:30 

Dinosaurs Alive! (STC) Fri 1:30 Tue 
12:30 Thu 10:30 

Grand Canyon Adventure: River 
at Risk (STC) Fri 11:30-3-7-9 Sat 11-1-3-5-7- 
9 Sun 11-1-3-5 Mon-Thu 3 

Greece: Secrets of the Past (STC) 
Mon 12:30 Tue 11:30 

The Human Body (STC) Wed 1:30 Thu 
9:30 

Hurricane on the Bayou (STC) Tue 
10:30 Thu 11:30 

Mummies: Secrets of the 
Pharaohs (STC) Fri 10:30 Sat 2-8 Sun 2 
Mystic India (STC) Fri 9:30 Wed 9:30 
Space Station (G) Mon 10:30 Wed 
12:30 

Whales (STC) Fri 12:30 

Whales: An Unforgettable Jour¬ 
ney (2^)WedJ£30l2H^ _ 

WESTMOUNT CENTRE 

111 Ave. Groat Rd., 403-455-8726 

Inkheart (PG) Dolby Stereo Digital Fri 7- 
9:50 Dolby Stereo Digital Sat-Sun 1:20-4-7- 
9:50 Dolby Stereo Digital Mon-Thu 7-9:50 
Milk (14A) DTS Digital Fri 6:35-9:40 DTS 
Digital Sat-Sun 12:40-3:40-6:35-9:40 DTS 
Digital Mon-Thu 6:35-9:40 
Paul Blart: Mall Cop (PG) Dolby 
Stereo Digital Fri 7:10-9:30 Dolby Stereo 
Digital Sat-Sun 1:10-3:30-7:10-9:30 Dolby 
Stereo Digital Mon-Thu 7:10-9:30 
The Reader (18A) DTS Digital Fri 6:45- 
9:55 DTS Digital Sat-Sun 12:55-3:50-6:45- 
9:55 DTS Digital Mon-Thu 6 : 45 - 9:55 


No purchase necessary. One entry per person. Contest open to Canadian residents of legal age, 
excluding residents of Quebec. Contest closes January 28,2009. Odds of winning depend on number 
of entries received. For full contest rules and details, visit www.metronews.ca. 
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The bestselling albums at Amazon.ca 

1. Performing This Week... Live At Ronnie Scott's, Jeff Beck, right; 2 . Slumdog Millionaire, Original Soundtrack; 
3. Dr. Horrible's Sing-Along Blog, Various; 4. Fleet Foxes, Fleet Foxes; 5. Hit Man: Various, metro news services 


Music 


A.C. Newman guilty as charged 

The New Pornographers frontman turns up the volume on his new solo album 


BRYAN BORZYKOWSKI 

for Metro Canada 


Don’t worry if A.C. 
Newman’s solo career con¬ 
fuses you. Usually, when a 
frontman for a successful 
band — in this case 
Vancouver’s The New 
Pornographers —releases 
a solo album, it often 
sounds much different 
from the guy’s day job. But 
not so with Newman, 
whose rich. Beach Boys¬ 
like pop stylings appears 
on everything he touches. 
Plus, to him, every record 
he releases comes from 
the same place. 

“I think Get Guily is a 
louder record than Chal¬ 


lengers is,” says Newman, 
comparing his latest solo 
effort to his last New 
Pornographers record in 
the same breath. “1 think 
I’m always trying to 
change it up, it doesn’t 
matter whether it’s a 
Pornographers album or 
not.” 

Clearly, he doesn’t view 
his New Pornographers- 
self as separate from his 
solo career. And, while 
Neko Case and Dan Bejar 
aren’t singing on Get 
Guilty — Newman’s sec¬ 
ond album sans super¬ 
group — it’s still got the 
same harmony laden 
tracks and sunny upbeat 
vibe that’s made the now 
New York-based song¬ 


writer’s band what it is. 

So, if his own material 
isn’t that different from 
his band’s music, why put 
out a solo album at all? 
“There is no really good 
reason for it,” he says. “1 
just do it because 1 can.” 

Newman points out that 
he wrote his first album — 
2004’s Slow Wonder — af¬ 
ter thinking The New 
Pornographers were 
breaking up. Neko Case 
decided to embark on her 
own solo career, which 
meant his band wasn’t 
touring. Instead of waiting 
around, he recorded Slow 
Wonder during the time 
off 

This time, however. Get 
Guilty, was written so he 
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A.C. Newman, frontman for The New Pornographers, has released a new solo album. 


could “record the next 
New Pornographers record 
with a clean start in my 
head. 

“1 wrote it as kind of a 
palate cleaning,” he ex¬ 
plains further. “It’s hard to 
describe, but for some rea¬ 
son, at the end of making 
Challengers, 1 decided 1 
was going to write a solo 
record. There’s one song 
on the disc that 1 started 
writing while the Pornog¬ 
raphers were mixing. 1 left 
the studio and played it in¬ 
to my phone.” 

As he’s talking Newman, 
again, wonders aloud why 
he decided to record an¬ 
other solo album, as if he 
just realized that it’s some¬ 
what redundant. “There’s 


not really any logic to 
this,” he remarks. “1 guess 
it seemed to soon do an¬ 
other Pornos record.” 

But, logistically, it did 
make more sense for him 
to create a non-NP album, 
considering who else is re¬ 
leasing a record this year. 

“1 wanted to make sure 
the Pornos and Neko don’t 
put out records near each 
other,” he says, finally hit¬ 
ting on the most rational 
explanation for releasing a 
solo album. “If this had 
been a Pornographers 
record it would have been 
out in January and Neko’s 
record would have been 
out two months later. She 
can feel free to stomp all 
over my solo album, but 


the Pornos and Neko 
shouldn’t conflict with 
each other.” 



rogers.com/musicstore 

O ROGERS 


Swift stays atop chart 



Teen country star Taylor 
Swift began a seventh 
week at No. i on the U.S. 
pop album chart Wednes¬ 
day, a feat that hasn't 
been accomplished since 
Usher spent nine weeks at 
the top in 2004 with 
Confessions. 

Swift's Fear¬ 
less sold a 
modest 63,000 
copies during 
the week end¬ 
ed Jan. 18, 
according to 
Nielsen 
Sound- 
Scan. 


Sales to date stand at 2.3 
million. 

Fearless also becomes 
the longest-running No. 1 
album by a solo female vo¬ 
calist since Alanis Moris- 
sette wore the crown for 
12 weeks in 1995 with 
Jagged Little Pill. 

Beyonce's 1 Am ... 
Sasha Fierce rebound¬ 
ed two places to No. 2 
with 49,000 copies. 
Canadian rock band 
Nickelback's Dark 
Horse slipped one 
place to No. 3 
with 46,000. 

REUTERS 


Metro recommends 


Group protests 
new Spears song 

SINGLES The Parents Televi¬ 
sion Council is warning 
about the Britney Spears 
song If U Seek Amy and 
urging radio stations not 
to broadcast it because the 
nonprofit organization be¬ 
lieves it "would violate the 
broadcast indecency law.” 

Saying the title phrase 
quiclcly out loud produces 
a sound akin to spelling 
out the F-word, said PTC 
president Tim Winter. 

"There is no misinterpret¬ 
ing the lyrics to this song, 
and it's certainly not about 
a girl named Amy," he said. 

REUTERS 


• NOTORIOUS, ORIGINAL MO¬ 
TION PICTURE 

Biggie-sized 
soundtrack 
features clas¬ 
sic tracks, a 
duet with his 
son, a tribute 
from Jay-Z and early demos. 


• A.C. NEWMAN, GET GUILTY: 

New Pornographers 
frontman 
explores the 
more elaborate 
facets of his 
power pop 
sound with 
tinges of psychedelia. 


• KETCH HARBOUR WOLVES, 
DEAD CALM HORIZON: 

Refined indie- 
rock soaked in 
harmonies 
and sweeping 
layers of lush 
instrumenta¬ 
tion. METRO NEWS SERVICES 


SOUNDTRACK: 
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This Day In Music History 

On this day in 1989 James Brown is sentenced in Georgia to six years in jail in connection with a police 
chase through two different states, reuters 
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Franz Ferdinand 
embraces Soviet 
technology 


SoundCheck 


Alan 

Cross 



alan(aongoinghistory.com 


-ranz Ferdinand 

singer Alex Kapra- 

- nos looks pretty 

sharp for a man 
who, not 12 hours 
earlier, was in the middle 
of a sweaty club gig as 
part of a barnstorming 
promo ride for the group’s 
third album. Drummer 
Paul Thomson isn’t quite 
as chipper, although that 
can be attributed to a me¬ 
tabolism that doesn’t 
process caffeine quite as 
efficiently. He perks up. 
Eventually. 

After two albums in 18 
months, it’s been three 
years since the group’s 
last album. So, what took 
so long? “Making this 
new record was different. 
The time it took wasn’t so 
much a luxury as a neces¬ 
sity,” sighs Kapranos. 

“The adrenalin just runs 
out,” offers Thomson. 

There’s been a substan¬ 
tial amount of fan specula¬ 
tion on the sound and di¬ 
rection of Tonight: Franz 
Ferdinand. Were the 
spiky, dual-tempo arrange¬ 
ments thrown in the bin? 
Was it going to have 
African influences? Or 
had it all gone Jamaican 
dub? 

“There are elements to 
truth to all those things,” 
Kapranos says. “We lis¬ 
tened to African music 
and Dan Carey, our pro¬ 
ducer, comes from a dub 


background. But it’s still a 
Franz Ferdinand record. 1 
mean, 1 listen to Dizzy 
Gillespie, but it doesn’t 
mean we’re going to make 
a be-bop record.” 

Well, maybe, but Domi¬ 
no — FF’s U.K. label — is 
going to put out a special 
version of the album 
mixed in a dub style. 
Kapranos and Thomas say 
it’s an experiment. The 
version of the album that 
most people will hear, 
starting Tuesday, features 
experiments of its own, 
including the use of a 
long-forgotten Soviet-era 
synthesizer called a 
Pol5rvox. 

“It was another case of 
reverse engineering 
where the Soviets went, 
‘Right, we can build our 
own version of these 
(things)’ — and would get 
it kind of wrong,” explain 
Kapranos. “But their ‘kind 
of wrong’ is ‘kind of good.’ 
And it’s true with the 
Polyvox. There was an 
electronic engineer in 
Kiev, 1 think, and he want¬ 
ed to build a Moog (a U.S.- 
built synth). He knew the 
theory of how a Moog was 
built and had heard what 
they sounded like but had 
never seen one. So he 
built this machine that 
looks like the control pan¬ 
el of a Soviet tank, with 
big knobs and dials Cyril¬ 
lic labels everywhere. 
And it sounds ... kind of 
vaguely like a Moog — but 
not really. It just sounds 
... cool.” 

The whole FF story is 
coming up on my Ongoing 
History of New Music the 
first week of February. 


The Ongoing History of New Music can be 
heard on stations across Canada. Read more 
at ongoinghistory.com and exploremusic.com 


The book on ink 


Tattoo artist Kat Von D puts pen to paper 



BRIAN TOWIE 

Metro Canada 


Getting a tattoo? Whatev¬ 
er you do, don’t copy your 
favourite celebrities. 

It’s among the handy tips 
of tattooing dos and don’ts 
to be found in Kat Von D’s 
new book. High Voltage Tat¬ 
too, a photo-driven com¬ 
pendium of one of the 
world’s most notorious 
tattoo artist’s previ¬ 
ous work, artistic in¬ 
fluences and 
childhood 
memories. The 
star of TLC show 
L.A. Ink and part¬ 
ner of Motley 
Cnie bassist 
Nikki Sixx delves 
into the often mis¬ 
understood world 
of tattoo art 
and 


the stories behind her 
markings and those of her 
best friends and previous 
clients. 

“It was a long time com¬ 
ing,” says Von D (nee 
Katherine Von Dractien- 
berg). “The show educates 
people about the tattoo 
world and the book is a 
more in-depth personal 
look at it.” 

The Los Angeles-based tat¬ 
too artist and 
soon to be 
film star 
(appearing 
in 2009 
vampire 
flick The 
Bleed¬ 
ing) has 
tat¬ 
tooed 
celebri¬ 
ties such 
as Jackass’ 
Steve-0 
and Bam 
Marg- 
era 


“The best advice I’d 
give anyone getting 
a tattoo for the first 
time would be to 
have a lOO per cent 
certain idea of what 
you want to get.” 

Kat Von D 

among others. She showcas¬ 
es designs as elaborate and 
dynamic as something 
found in an art museum, 
from reproductions of Pablo 
Picasso’s Guernica on the 
side of a torso, to more 
comedic works. Her person¬ 
al favourites are two por¬ 
traits of a friend’s grandpar¬ 
ents. Over the grandfather 
lies a banner sa 5 dng, “Mona, 
get me a beer!” The grand¬ 
mother’s depiction replies, 
“Get it yourself!” 

“Tattoos are a collabora¬ 
tive thing,” the 26 year old 
says. “The d 3 mamic be¬ 
tween artist and client is a 
pretty free one. The client 
comes in with an idea and 
they create a vision togeth¬ 
er. The idea is always rooted 
with a client and a good tat- 
tooer will take it and make 
it better.” 

The world of tattoos isn’t 
all wild rock ’n’ roll aban¬ 
don, however. Von D says 
she’s taken sharp criticism 
from purists in the business 
who accuse her of “selling 


out.” Keeping a steady hand 
while you work on some¬ 
one’s skin can also demand 
a great deal of strength and 
stamina. Von D points to 
Dec 14, 2007, where she set 
a Guinness World Record 
for doing the most tattoos 
in a 24-hour period by tat¬ 
tooing more than 400 arms, 
backs, legs and rear ends. “1 
just crashed for a whole day 
when 1 was done,” she said. 

It’s no cakewalk for a re¬ 
cipient, either. You’ll sit in a 
chair in uncomfortable cir¬ 
cumstances for a period of 
time, so Von D suggests you 
have a fair idea of what you 
want done. 

“The best advice I’d give 
anyone getting a tattoo for 
the first time would be to 
have a 100 per cent certain 
idea of what you want to 
get and not to get some¬ 
thing because Nicole Richie 
has it,” she said. “And don’t 
get it because your 
boyfriend wants you to. And 
do your research: There’s a 
lot of talent out there that 
nobody knows about.” 


Fresh ink 


• Fligh 
Voltage 
Tattoo is 
the new 
book 
from Kat 
Von D. 



w Career Finder 

To Advertise Contact Carrie Solinas at 780-701-0348 


RETAIL AGENT OPPORTUNITIES 

International Retail Chain has immediate/existing Prime Franchise 
Resort Locations for individuals seeking to join World Leading Organization, 
specializing in Apparel, giftware, convenience, press and books. 

LOCATIONS AVAILABLE IN: 

• BANFF • KANANASKIS • JASPER • WHISTLER • MONT-TREMBLANT 


JANITORIAL REQUIRED 

Workers required for 
a cleaning company. 
Variable shifts. Good 
salary with benefits 

FAX RESUME TO 

780 665 2785 



NUTRI-IAWN 

Ecology Friendly Lawn Care 

In Edmonton, A Division of GreenLawn 


OUTBOUND TELEPHONE AND 
NEIGHBOURHOOD SALES REPS 


Hourly Wage: $15.75+ 

Fax your resume to 
780-436-0474 or Email: 
careers@nutrilawnedmonton.ca 


ARE YOU WILDLY ENERGETIC, 
CREATIVE AND LOVE 
TO MEET NEW PEOPLE? 


WE NEED STREET PROMOTERS TO DISTRIBUTE 
NEWSPAPERS TO MORNING COMMUTERS 

Great Wage • Meet New People • No Experience Needed I 


f kinlAK/w interested in joining the street promotions team, 

r^HonaiMariSil^na ^ pIsasB email your resume to mhillman@thinkboxnational.com 


If you possess strong entrepreneurial skills combined with communication skills 
to match and a will to excel in your field, we would like to meet with you. 

Please send resumes in strict confidence to: 
careers@HDSRNA.com or fax 1-416-863-9910 


Business Opportunity 


Earn while you learn 

A leading distribution company in the financial 
services industry offers P/T and F/T opportunities. 
Control your time, income and future. Training provided. 

INSPIRE. LEAD. MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 


Call 780.952.0934 or email Bren(laWFG@shaw.ca 
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Television 


Dakota Fanning ... with fangs? 

Eonline.com is reporting the 14-year-old has been cast to play Jane opposite Robert Pattinson in New Moon, 

the upcoming sequel to box office megabit Twilight, metro news services 


Warning: 2009 Oscars 
promise to be a snooze 


nte lie Vision 


Rick 

McGinnis 

rick.mcginnis (3 metronews.ca 



RED CARPET BLUES: The 

awards season culminates 
next month in the Oscars, 
the worst show ever that 
millions of people watch 
with what we can only as¬ 
sume is the hope that a 
celebrity will embarrass 
themselves with a blubber¬ 
ing acceptance speech that 
bares their pitiful insecurity 
for all the world to see. 

Actually, the convention¬ 
al wisdom is that people 
watch the interminable 
movie awards ceremony to 
see a film they enjoyed win, 
with the corollary effect 
that the highest-rated Os¬ 


“Nominations for the Oscars were announced 
yesterday (and) absent was The Dark Knight, a 
him whose massive box office dearly inspired 
reverse esteem in the Academy’s voters.’’ 


cars are the ones where a 
blockbuster like Titanic or a 
Lord Of The Rings film does 
a sweep. If this is true — 
and there’s more than 
enough evidence to assume 
that it is — then Marc Caro 
of the Chicago Tribune is 
right and ABC will be taking 
a bath on its broadcast this 
year. 

Nominations for the Os¬ 
cars were announced yes¬ 
terday, and conspicuously 
absent was The Dark 
Knight, a film whose mas¬ 
sive box office clearly in¬ 
spired reverse esteem in the 
Academy’s voters. Only a 
posthumous nod for Heath 
Ledger’s Joker as Best Sup¬ 
porting Actor put The Dark 


Knight in any of the top cat¬ 
egories, though it’s well- 
represented in the technical 
categories (art direction, 
cinematography, sound 
mixing and editing,) when 
viewers usually get their 
pizza delivery. 

Continuing a trend that’s 
dominated the Oscars for a 
few years now, the films 
with the most high-profile 
nominations are either criti¬ 
cal duds, box office under¬ 
performers — or both. “The 
Reader is a best picture (and 
director) nominee, and The 
Dark Knight is not,” writes 
Caro with obvious disbelief 
“Yes, the highbrow Holo¬ 
caust film with lukewarm 
reviews is in the game!” 


The 81"* Annual 

Academy 

Awards 


Even the best song cate¬ 
gory won’t pull in viewers, 
as voters swatted away the 
chance to have Bruce 
Springsteen, Miley Cyrus, 
Beyonce or even Clint East- 
wood perform in favour of 
Peter Gabriel doing the 
credits song from Wall-E 
(i.e. the cue to head for the 
exits) and no less than two 
songs from Slumdog Mil¬ 
lionaire, which will at least 
mean some Bollywood pro¬ 
duction values. It’s at times 
like this that network ex¬ 
ecutives outdo Hugo 
Chavez in their contempt 
for fickle, ungovernable 
democracy. 


Rick McGinnis writes about music, 
movies, books and television, 
but not opera. 


Rick's TVPicks 


Battlestar 

Galactica 

Air date: Jan. 23 _ 

Network: Space 

Cancer, depression, demor¬ 
alization, rebellion, cuck- 
oldry; it’s another happy 
hour on the non-stop par¬ 
ty spaceship as the show 
picks up speed for the 
final stretch, spoiler alert: 
At least no one dies. 

Confessions of a 

Teen Idol 

Air date: Jan. 25 _ 

Network: MuchMoreMusic 

YOU might have heard of 
at least three of the seven 
men making a second 

Reality TV ne 

TELEVISION Several major 
U.S. TV networks and the 
producers of such reality 
shows as Trading Spouses 
and The Bachelor have 
agreed to pay over $4 mil¬ 
lion to settle two lawsuits 
claiming violations of Cali¬ 
fornia wage rules. 


lunge for fame in this VHl 
reality show hosted by 
Scott Baio. One of them 
won’t be the guy from the 
first season of The Real 
World. 

Project Runway 

Canada 

Air date: Jan. 27_ 

Network: Global 

THE Canadian franchise of 
the fashion reality show 
gets upgraded from Slice 
to the mother network for 
its second season. If noth¬ 
ing else, the show has 
done the nation a service 
by proving at least our 
fashion designers can be 
bitchy on a global 
standard. 

-RICK MCGINNIS/ 
METRO CANADA 
CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR 
SHOWS’AIRTIMES 

s labour win 

The settlement will bene¬ 
fit more than 400 workers 
who were part of the 3-year- 
old class-action cases, and 
some of those individuals 
stand to reap tens of thou¬ 
sands of dollars, a lawyer 
for the plaintiffs, Emma 
Leheny, said. reuters 



IN PRIZES & SWEEPSTAKES 


TICKETS AT WWW. bridalf aiitasy.com 
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St. John’s to host 2010 Junos 

The Canadian Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences along with broadcast partner CTV announced 
yesterday that St. John's, N.L., will host the 2010 Juno Awards. metro news services 
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Mix of Six 

HOT & HAPPENING WEEKEND EVENTS 
AROUND THE CITY 

For more great events around the city, visit: 

metronews.ca/enteitainment 


Glitch Mob 

When: Friday, 9 p.m. 

Where: The Pawn Shop 
{10551-82 Avenue) 

The four-man musical col¬ 
laboration from San Fran¬ 
cisco, The Glitch Mob, are 
in Edmonton for a one- 
night show. Tickets avail¬ 
able at Foosh, Blackb 5 ^d, 
Farside and at Ticketmas- 
ter. $20 in advance. 


Chinese New Year 
buffet 

When: Sunday, noon 
to 10 p.m. 

Where: Padmanadi (10626- 
97 Street) 

Come celebrate Chinese 
New Year with the city’s 
best vegetarian cuisine at 
Padmanadi. First-come, 
first-served. $12. 


Edmonton Queen: 
The Final Voyage 

When: Friday, 8 p.m. and on 
Where: Transalta Arts Barns 
(10330-84 Avenue) 

The work of bestselling lo¬ 
cal writer Darrin Hagen 
with the show that 
launched his career. $23.50 
adults, $19.50 students 


Singles Party 

When: Friday, 9 p.m. 

Where: Wunderbar {8120- 
101 Street) 

Singles from all over are 
invited to head to Wunder¬ 
bar to meet your future ex- 
wife or ex-husband. DJ 
Spanish Fly will be playing 
old school, classics, 
reggae, and requests. Free. 


Pet Expo 

When: Saturday and Sunday, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Where: Northlands AgriCom 
Hall B {7300 -116 Avenue) 

Come for an afternoon of 
furry friends and fun. A 
petting zoo, performances 
and training tips. $8 
adults, $6 children, $20 
families. 


Lunar Extravaganza 

When: Saturday and Sunday 
Where: West Edmonton Mall 
Ice Palace {8882 -170 Street) 

The Edmonton Chinatown 
Multi-Cultural Centre’s 
2009 Lunar New Year 
Extravaganza will be tak¬ 
ing centre stage at the Ice 
Palace. Free. 


Tob At Homd' 

$487.68 Weekly. 

Mail Work, Assemble Products 
or Computer Work. 
www.TopJobAlberta.coni 
Or Write to: CHR Jobs 
900 Greenbank Road 
Suite #415«#916-MC1 
t Ottawa ON, K2J 4P6 i 


JOIN 

Give us your opinion on various topics 
and enter for your chance to WIN 
great monthly prizes. 

Become a member today! 

metra^TepaneLca 




SERVICE DIRECTORY 

TO ADVERTISE CALL 780.702.0592 


MORTGAGE 


NEED A MORTGAGE 


Call Kelly 
Parkinson 
[for all your 
Mortgage 
Needs! 


ADVERTISING 


DON'T LET 
YOUR SPACE 
GO TO WASTE! 

Advertise in the 
Service Directory 

Call now! 
780 . 702.0592 



W years as family mediators and out-of court divorce specialists 


Call now 780-318-7860 

divorcesolutions97@vahoo.ca 


Metro’s 7'*’ Heaven: Metro taps what's hot right now 



1 Bruce 

Springsteen 

As the new boss — 
Barack Obama, that is 
— settles down in his job, the 
real Boss returns to business 
with this presciently titled 
album. Working on a Dream. 
With the U.S. finally getting a 
little love from the rest of the 
world, Spring¬ 
steen's majes¬ 
tic slice of 
Americana 
might just be 
the soundtrack 
to the 

renewed ro- 


2 Amy 

Winehouse 

Has she found a new 
love? Will hubby 
Blake Fielder-Civil dump her? 
Has she really cleaned up? 
Stack up the popcorn and stay 
tuned. 


3 Slumdog 

Million^re 

The Curious Case of 
Benjamin Button 
might be the Oscar 
frontrunner, but Slumdog's still 
the popular puppy. This rags- 
to-riches tale will probably be 
the most fun you'll have at the 
theatres now. 


Heineken 

Women have the walk- 
in closet. And, now 
thanks to this Dutch 
commercial, men have 
the walk-in beer cooler. YouTube 
it and watch it yourself. 

Honda Insight 

This revamped hybrid 
was recently unveiled 
at the Detroit and 
Montreal auto shows. Claim¬ 
ing to be the cheapest of its 
kind, the Insight may just 
make green driving affordable 
for someone besides George 
Clooney. 


Washington D.C. 

Has the hub of world 
power ever looked 
this sexy? Granted, 
you may never catch a 
glimpse of the 0-Man himself 
but with free entries to most 
major attractions, this city is 
the place to go. 


7 Obama books: 

• Dreams from my Fa¬ 
ther: A Story of Race 
and Inheritance, by 
Barack Obama 

• Barack Obama: Son of Prom¬ 
ise, Child of Hope, by Nikki 
Grimes. 
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Law & Order; Criminai intent 

CSI: NY “Admissions” 

News (N) 


3 KHQ - 370 

jCoimi Basketbaii 

CSi: NY “Cool Hunter” 

1 Crusoe IHmil | 

[PlppSkatlij: U S OagfiS^6ii$iip 

1 


4 CBXT - 307 

INHLIIH^ 

IMontreai Bmai 

MOO Years | 

Pearl Harbor irir (2001, War) Ben Affleck, Josh Hartnett, Kate Beckinsale. 


6 KREM - 372 

News (N) 

Scrubs 

Paid Program 

Paid Program 

Game Show 

Game Show 

CSI: NY “Admissions” 

48 Hr. Mystery 

(D 

7 CKEM 241 347 

Without a Trace 

Less-Kind 

Kaya 

Tornado Warning (2002, Suspense) Gerald McRaney. 

The City Show 

E 

8 CiTV 240 339 

Giobai Currents: Thin ice 

Zero Hour 

Mob Stories 

Go Deep 

News (N) 

0) 

12 CBXF 119 705 

Le Moment de verite (SC) 

3600 secondes d’extase (SC) 

Dre Grey, le 9 ons d’anatomie 

Le Telejournal 

Tenement 

Cover Girl 

E 

13 KXLY - 371 

News 

The insider (N) 

Entertainment Tonight 

Lost “Destiny Calls” 

Lost “Because You Left; The Lie” 

& 

16 KAYU - 373 

House “Sex Kills” 

Two/Haif Men 

Two/Haif Men 

M(N) [Cops 

America’s Most Wanted 

News (N) 


19 CHTV - - 

Chef School 

E News 

A Life Interrupted (2007, Docudrama) Lea Thompson. 

Show Yours 

G-Spot 

E News 


22 KSPS - 374 

The Lawrence Welk Show 

May-December 

Time Goes By 

(9:05) Pat and Mike'k'k* (1952, Comedy), Aldo Ray 

Johnny Cash 

1 

15 CBCN 502 - 

Sat. Report 

Mansbridge 

Doc Zone (HDTV) 

Sat. Report 

Fortune 

Sat. Report 

Mansbridge 

Doc Zone 

c 

54 CTVN 501 391 

CTV Newsnet-Scott Laurie 

News 

CTV Newsnet 

News 

CTV Newsnet 

News 

CTV Newsnet 

News 


20 TSN 400 400 

|6:3(|2009 Crashed ice | 

ITennis Australian Round of 16. From Melbourne, Australia. ilLiai I 

■c 

o 

23 net 408 418 

[Worid Combat 

IlUFC Primetime j 

lUFC 74; 

Couture takes on G 


liaWaga^Poker 1 


a. 

CO 

47 SPEED 417 406 

IRoiexim^ Car Series i 

IINASCAR RaciHTMi All-Star Showdown. From TsillSi^mat Irwindale In Irwindale, Callt. 1^ II 


94 SCORE 410 403 

^ on NFL 

mimm 

II 

1 

I 

il 


14 YTV 552 543 

Kid vs. Kat 

Kid vs. Kat 

Team Galaxy 

Team Gaiaxy 

Zixx Level 

storm Hawks 

Naruto 

Bleach 

Ghost 

I 

17 TREE 553 546 

Bucket-Dinos 

Toopy & Binoo 

Comfy Couch 

Littie Bear 

Toy Castle 

Dragon (DVS) 

Backyardigans 

Dora-Explorer 

Go, Diego, Go! 


45 FAM 557 541 

Naturai-Sadie 

Fiight 29 Down 

That’s-Raven 

Zoey 101 

Life Derek 

Han. Montana 

Something’s Gotta Give ★★★ (2003) 


25 A&E 615 520 

CSi: Miami (HDT\/ 

') 

The Beast (HDTV) 

The Sopranos (HDTV) 

I CSI: Miami (HDTV) 

CSI: Miami 

% 

29 FOOD 603 561 

Top Chef 

Good Eats 

Hell’s Kitchen 

The F Word 

Top Chef Restaurants. 

(5 

> 

32 Disc 520 505 

Destroyed 

Time Warp 

Criss Angei Mindfreak 

Guinea Pigs 

Guinea Pig 

Destroyed 

Time Warp 

Criss Angel 

0) 

38 SPiKE 628 584 

jUitimatePM^i §Miionshi^ 91 

: Couture vs. Lesnar (HDTV) (N) 

1 

lUFC Unleashed 

iUFC Unleashed | 

Si 

ta 

43 SPACE 627 528 

Fringe “Bound” 

Lara Croft Tomb Raider: The Cradle of Life ★★ (2003, Adventure) 

Blade II (2002, Horror) 

o 

50 STAR 621 56 

Biush: Make-Up Artist 

Britain’s Next Top Modei 

Best Dressed 

Fabulous Life 

|TMZ 


Britains 



3 

(0 



C B S 

7:00 

7:30 

8:00 
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2 CFRN 239 318 

Star Wars Clo. 

Degrassi; TNG 

|The Mentalist (HDTV) 

The Bourne Supremacy ★★★ (2004, Suspense) 

News (N) 

o 

3 KHQ - 370 

News 

Best Sports 

Dateline NBC 

The Last Templar {2009, Adventure) 


4 CBXT - 307 

The Week the Women Went 

Miss Marple - The Moving Finger (2006, Mystery) 

CBC News: Sunday Night (N) 

fifth estate 


6 KREM - 372 

News (N) 

60 Minutes 


1 Cold Case (HDTV) (N) 

Loving Leah (2009, Romance) 

<u 

7 CKEM 241 347 

Two/Half Men 

Two/Half Men 

Tomorrow Never Dies -k-k-k (1997, Action) Pierce Brosnan. 

Most Amazing 

Reviews 

E 

8 CITV 240 339 

16:9 Picture 

King of the Hill 

Family Guy 

Family Guy 

The Simpsons 

The Simpsons 

Family Guy 

American Dad 

News (N) 

0) 

12 CBXFT 119 705 

Decouverte 

Bon Cop, Bad Cop (2006, Comedie) Colm Feore, Patrick Huard. Debut. (SC) 

Le Telejournal 

1 Studio 12 (SC) 

E 

13 KXLY - 371 

News 

iBasketball | 

Funniest Home Videos 

Extreme Makeover: Home Edition “Tutwiler Family” (N) 

Housewives | 

& 

16 KAYU - 373 

House “Clueless” 

Smarter Than a 5th Grader? 

The Simpsons 

The Simpsons 

Family Guy 

American Dad 

News (N) 


19 CHTV - - 

Red Carpet Special: SAG 

|15th Annual Screen Actors Guild Awards | 

Inside Hollywood 

FANatical 


22 KSPS - 374 

Canada’s War in Colour 

1 Nature (HDTV) (N) (DVS) 

1 Masterpiece Classic (N) | 

Egalite for All 

Mystery! 

I 

15 CBCN 502 - 

CBC News; Sunday Night (N) 

Chicago 10 ★★★ (2007, Documentary), Dylan Baker 

CBC News: Sunday Night 

Chicago 10 

c 

54 CTVN 501 391 

CTV Newsnet-Scott Laurie 

News CTV Newsnet 

News 

CTV Newsnet 

News 

CTV Newsnet 

News 


20 TSN 400 400 

BoxinB 

World Extreme 


iiiiigMiiii 1 

INFL Films | 

Wtr. X-Games 

■c 

o 

23 net 408 418 

Skiini 

World Combat | 

IUFC 74;|IHiK 

Couture takes on | 

jpHjipL 


IMrtsnet Connected | 

Poker 

a. 

V) 

47 SPEED 417 406 

Ultimate Factories “Peterbilt” 

Pinks ~ All Out 

Wrecked 

Wrecked 

Wrecked 

Wrecked 

101 Cars-Drive 


94 SCORE 410 403 

1 

World iii0 Poker 

1 Poker Million Pound IghaMi | 

World Poker ipm 

PbiiMi 


14 YTV 552 543 

Spy Kids 3-D: Game Over-kir (2003, Adventure), Alexa Vega 

Prank Patrol 

Prank Patrol 

[The Next Star ] 

Adrenaline Pro 

1 

17 TREE 553 546 

Roiie Poiie Oiie 

Mighty Mach 

Bucket-Dinos 

Toy Castle 

Tipi Tales 

Dragon (DVS) 

Backyardigans 

Dora-Explorer 

Go, Diego, Go! 


45 FAM 557 541 

Naturai-Sadie 

Flight 29 Down 

That’s-Raven 

Zoey 101 

Life Derek 

Han. Montana 

Snow Dogs ★★ (2002, Comedy), Sisc 

6 


25 A&E 615 520 

CSI: Miami (HDTV) 

CSI: Miami (HDTV) 

The Beast (HDTV 

) 

CSI: Miami (HDTV) 

CSI: Miami 

.2 

29 FOOD 603 561 

Iron Chef America 

The Next Food Network Star 

The Heat 

The Heat 

Challenge 

Iron Chef Am. 

CO 

> 

32 DISC 520 505 

(6) Apocalypse How 

MythBusters Sayings. (N) 

Anthony Bourdain 

Apocalypse How 

<u 

38 SPIKE 628 584 

Disorderly Conduct: Video 

Afro Samurai “Afro Samurai: Resurrection” (HDTV) (N) 

Afro Samurai 

Afro Samurai 

Afro Samurai 

Si 

to 

43 SPACE 627 528 

Eureka “Best in Faux” 

Torchwood 

(9:05) Black Knight ★★ (2001, Comedy) 

Sword-Barbar 

o 

50 STAR 621 56 

Look-A-Like 

Look-A-Like 

Girl Next Door 

In Fashion 

Paparazzi Paparazzi. 

Scott Baio, 45 

lOldSkool 

Girl Next Door 
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22 movies&entertainment 


Celebrity Buzz 



Mendes is most desirable woman, says poll 

Eva Mendes has been named the most desirable woman of 2009 by AskMen.com, femalefirst.co.uk reports. 
The Spirit actress topped a poll of men who were asked to name their ideal woman, metro news services 









m ovin’ It 


the ridht 
that 

gays it allf 


Aniston turning 40 


Federline packs 
on the pounds 


PEOPLE Jennifer Aniston is 
planning a star-studded 
40th birthday party, female- 
first.co.uk reports. 

The former Friends ac¬ 
tress, who reaches the 
landmark age on Feb. 11, 
wants to celebrate early 
with a lavish bash at her 
new Beverly Hills home 
on Feb. 7. 

The guest list will 
include Jennifer’s 
boyfriend John 

Mayer, her close pal 
Courteney Cox and 
her husband David 
Arquette and 

singer Sheryl 
Crow. 

It is believe 
the actress 


planning the early festivi¬ 
ties because John wants to 
take her away for a roman¬ 
tic break for her actual 
birthday. 

The pair will leave for 
their intimate getaway 
— which will also take 
in Valentine’s Day — 
straight after the party. 
Rumours are rife 
that John is set to 
propose on Jen¬ 
nifer’s big day, 
and has 

splashed out 
on a custom- 
made engage¬ 
ment ring for 
her. 

METRO NEWS 


Perry takes vow of celibaqf? 


RUMOUR Katy Perry is tak¬ 
ing a vow of celibacy, fe- 
malefirst.co.uk reports. 

The 1 Kissed a Girl singer 
has revealed she won’t be 
smooching anyone this 
year, after splitting 
from G 3 mi Class He¬ 
roes frontman Travis 
McCoy. 

When Grammy- 
nominated Katy, 24 
was asked who she 
would like to kiss 
at the 

awards, she said: 

“I’ve actually taken 
a vow of 

this year ... no kissing 
anyone. 


“Just my cat, Kitty 
Puriy.” 

Katy and Travis’ two-year 
romance is believed to 
have ended amid a flurry 
of arguments. 

A source said: “It’s 
but they were 
fighting a lot in recent 
because they 
never saw each other. 
“When 
somebody 

very famous 
veiy quickly their 
relationship usual- 
suffers. 

METRO NEWS 


Oprah celebrates with Obamas 


PEOPLE While she might 
not have hosted a fancy in¬ 
auguration party herself, 
Oprah Winfrey did get 
to celebrate the occa¬ 
sion with Barack and 
Michelle Obama. 

According to the 
Chicago Sun-Times, 
the new president 
and first lady capped 
off their big day ' 
before 1 a.m. with a 


private champagne toast at 
the White House 
a very select 
of friends 
including 
, a vo¬ 
cal supporter 
of Obama 
throughout 
the cam- 

METRO 
NEWSSERVICES 


With 


HEALTH Kevin Federline ap¬ 
pears to have packed on 
major pounds, 
usmagazine.com reports. 

He showed off a fuller 
figure while golfing with a 
pal in Los Angeles Tuesday. 
His ex Shar Jackson 
explained to Us magazine 
last March that the 31- 
year-old rapper (who 
looked chunky last year) 
31, had “daddy weight! 
When you are a full time 
parent, sometimes you 
can’t focus on you.” 

Meanwhile, Federline’s 
romance with volleyball 
player Victoria Prince, 26, 
seems to be heating up. 

TMZ.com reports that 
she took Sean Preston, 3, 
and Jayden James, 
L out for 
Ldinner in Fres- 
Ino, Calif., over 
the weekend. 

METRO 
NEWS 
SERVICES 


Hudson set to be 
back in spotlight 

CAREER After dropping out 
of the public eye follow¬ 
ing her family murder 
tragedy, Jennifer Hudson 
now has the strength and 
the will to give three 
high-profile performanc¬ 
es next month, a source 
close to her tells People 
magazine. 

“So much has 
happened, but she’s 
ready,” people.com 
quotes the source as say¬ 
ing. “It’s a new year, she’s 
excited about performing 
again. She knew it was 
time.” 

Hudson, 27, 
deliver the 

Anthem at the 
Super Bowl 
Feb. 1. 

METRO 
NEWS SERVICES 


Police investigate 
extortion attempt 


INVESTIGATION Police in the 
Bahamas have launched 
an investigation surround¬ 
ing an attempt to extort 
money from John Travol¬ 
ta’s family, Obie Wilch- 
combe, a member of the 
Bahamian Parliament, 
confirmed to Us- 
magazine.com. 

The fall details of the 
plot have not been re¬ 
leased, but Us magazine 
quotes Wilchcombe as say¬ 
ing only one person — not 
two, which has been re¬ 
ported — is involved. A Ba¬ 
hamian newspaper. The 
Tribune, has suggested 
that the extortion attempt 
is connected to the recent 
loss of 16-year-old Jett Tra¬ 
volta, who died of a 
seizure disorder Jan. 2 at 
the family’s vacation 
home in the Bahamas. 

Wilchcombe denied re¬ 
ports that the person be- 


and passed along the infor¬ 
mation to Travolta’s 
lawyers, Michael Ossi and 
Michael McDermott, us- 
magazine.com adds. 

“The irony was that the 
Travolta family just sent a 
letter of gratitude — it 
happened that afternoon,” 
says Wilchcombe, refer¬ 
ring to a Jan. 12 statement 
issued by McDermott, Tra¬ 
volta’s lawyer, thanking 
the people of the Bahamas 
for their support. 

“1 thought it was a 
despicable act,” 
Wilchcombe tells 
Us when he first 
heard news of the 
extortion plot. 
“One person 
should not de¬ 
stroy the charac¬ 
ter of the coun¬ 
try.” 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


hind the plot is a politi¬ 
cian. “The lawyer who 
brought the situation to 
my attention is a politi¬ 
cian,” he clarifies. 

Wilchcombe says he was 
approached 
about the 
extortion 
plot early 
last week 


Depp’s partner returns 
engagement ring 


METRO 
NEWS SERVICES 


RELATIONSHIP Johnny Depp’s 
long-term partner Vanessa 
Paradis has returned an en¬ 
gagement ring he bought 
her, people.com reports. 

The Pirates of the 
Caribbean star was recently 
spotted shopping for the 
band in California, but 
Vanessa — who he has been 
with for 10 years — report¬ 
edly took it back as she was 
unhappy with the design. 

A source said: “Johnny 
got Vanessa a drop-dead 
gorgeous engagement 
band but she returned it 
to the jeweller, 
wants her ring to be 
absolutely per¬ 
fect.” 

The couple 


— who have two children, 
Lily-Rose, nine, and six-year- 
old Jack, together — are yet 
to officially announce they 
are planning to tie the knot, 
but are rumoured to be 
manying in April. 

The pair are keen to keep 
the ceremony as intimate as 
possible, and will only in¬ 
vite 50 of their closest 
friends and family to 
the service which 
will be held in a 
chapel on the 
grounds of their 
$1.25 million 
US French es¬ 
tate. 


METRO 


NEWS 


Kardashian happy 
about Razzie 


CAREER For Kim Kardashi¬ 
an, it’s great just to be 
nominated — even if it is 
for a Razzie, people.com 
reports. 

“I’m having a really 
good laugh,” the actress 
writes on her blog. “1 had 
so much fun filming Dis¬ 
aster Movie and giggled 
the entire time during 
the shoot.” 

The reality star, 28, 
adds, “There is steep 
competition in my worst 
supporting actress 
category, 1 have to admit 
... including my 
fantastic co- 
star Carmen 
Electra (you 
go girl!).” 
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Today 

Morning clouds. 

-17 V -22 c 


Saturday 


Sunday 


Afternoon clouds. ^ iS P Ice fog. 

-16c/-23‘^ ^»»»-14c/.23c 


Michele McDougall, Weather Specialist & Host - Breakfast Television 

"My favourite part is reporting the weather. It fascinates me, and as we know around 
here, it’s always changing, keeping forecasters on their toes'.' WEEKDAYS AT 6 AM 



BREAKFAST 

TELEVISION 


entertainment 23 


Take Five 



Sudoku 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 
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Crossword across 


1 Hot tub 

4 Chances, for short 
7 Blubbers 

12 Dress (up) 

13 Dance flourish 

14 Say one’s piece 

15 Lord’s Prayer start 

16 Noted newsweekly, with 
“The” 

18 Lemieux milieu 

19 Toaster’s word 

20 Masticate 

22 Screw up 

23 Test the waters 
27 Choose 

29 December stone 
31 Point of view 


34 Dastardly one 

35 Chat 

37 Fool 

38 Authentic 

39 Every iota 

41 Drink too much 
45 Thwart 

47 Upper limit 

48 1969 Fellini movie 

52 Greek vowel 

53 Bewildered 

54 Rd. 

55 Solidify 

56 Energetic 

57 Wrangler rival 

58 Skill 


Crossword down 


1 Unemotional 

2 loey’s place? 

3 Match 

4 Wordsworth works 

5 Type of fence 

6 Animal track 
7“Groovy” 

8 Spinning meas. 

9 Midafternoon, on a sundial 

10 Em halves 

11 Collection 

17 Bygone game-show host 
Jack 

21 “The Right Stuff” author 

23 Watch this space? 

24 Expert 

25 “SNL” announcer Pardo 

26 Remnant 


28 Shell game item 

30 Conditions 

31 Performance 

32 Neither mate 

33 Wildebeest 

36 Indonesian island 

37 Niche 

40 Lifelong resident 

42 Alpha’s antithesis 

43 Dad, in Devonshire 

44 Put on a pedestal 

45 Talk like 37-Across? 

46 Banjo supporter 

48 Chucklehead 

49 Foolhardiness 
personified 

50 1/6 fl. oz. 

51 “Uh-huh” 


PREVIOUS DArS CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS: 
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Find today's answers + play more games at metronews.ca 


SUDOKU SOLVE TIME: 

Under 13 min.Genius 

13-17 min.Scholar 


17-21 min.Smart 

21-25 min.Not bad 

25+ min.Keep practising 



Metro Recipe of the Day 


Cornish Beef 
Pockets 

PASTRY INGREDIENTS: 

3 1/3 cups (825 ml) plain 

flour 

Salt 

1/2 lb (250 g) butter, 
chilled and diced 
FILLING INGREDIENTS: 

11 OZ (350 g) lean chuck 
steak, diced 
1 onion, chopped 

1 potato, peeled and diced 
6 oz (175 g), butternut 
squash, peeled and diced 
11/2 tbsp (20 ml) beef 
stock 

2 tbsp (25 ml) chopped 
fresh parsley 

Salt and pepper 
Beaten egg, to brush 
1 garlic clove, chopped 
3/4 in. (2 cm) piece fresh 
ginger, peeled and 
chopped 

1 red chili pepper, seeded 
and chopped 

METHOD: 

1. Pastry: Sift flour and 
pinch of salt into large 
bowl. Rub in butter with 
fingertips until mixture 
resembles breadcrumbs. 
Sprinkle 6 tbsp (90 ml) 
chilled water over 
mixture, then mix in. If 
dough seems dry, add 
more water. Gather dough 
then lightly knead until 


smooth. Wrap in plastic 
and refrigerate 20 minutes 
before using. 

2. Filling: Put steak, onion, 
potato, squash, stock and 
parsley in bowl. Season 
with salt and pepper and 
mix well. 

3. Preheat oven to 400 F 
(200 C). Divide pastiy into 
eight pieces. Roll out each 
to an 8-in. (20-cm) round. 

4. Spoon equal amounts of 
filling onto centre of each 
pastry round. Brush edges 
with egg, then bring 
together at top. Press 
edges firmly together to 
seal, then crimp. 

5. Place pockets on two 
non-stick baking trays. 
Brush with beaten egg. 
Make small holes in tops 
to let steam out. 

6. Bake 15 minutes. 

Reduce heat to 325 F (160 
C); cook 45 minutes to 1 
hour, until pastiy is gold¬ 
en and filling is cooked. 
Serve hot, warm or cold. 
SERVES 8 


rd.ca 


For nutritional infor 
nation on this and 
other great recipes, 
go to rd.ca or check 
out Key Ingredients 
in this month's 
Reader's Digest, on 
newsstands now! 



Horoscopes 


AVATAR VENUS 


ARIES 

MARCH 21-APRIL20 

You’ll disagree with a practical 
person. Problems may thwart 
your plan to meet someone. 
Don’t insist on talking about 
flirtations. 



TAURUS 
APRIL 21 -MAY 21 


© 


Laughing is better than arguing 
with a miseiy-guts. Tiy to un¬ 
derstand that a woman is 
tempted. Have fun with an old 
friend. 


GEMINI 

MAY22-JUNE 21 



A non-stop talker will stand up 
for you. Nobody can diminish 
your high spirits. Change your 
routines to avoid seeing a jerk. 


CANCER 

JUNE22-JULY22 



Take a thrilhng new direction 
after a phone call. Water prob¬ 
lems can cause distress. Don’t 
be hoodwinked by momentaiy 
rewards. 


LEO 

JULY23-AUG 23 


People will be riled up by unre¬ 
liable gossip. Be careful what 
you put in e-mails. Exhaustion 
has unforeseen consequences. 


VIRGO 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 


A flirtation will result from a 
strong emotional connection. 
Your heart’s desire can be ful¬ 
filled. Dreadful behaviour will 
cause you to feel insecure. 


© 


LIBRA 

SEPT 23-OCT 23 

You’ll advise someone to avoid 
taking risks. Find the strength 
to speak out about respect. Qui¬ 
et moments will ease your 
weaiy spirit. 


SCORPIO ^ 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

Your nurturing strengthens a 
weak man. Your daily hfe is be¬ 
ing challenged by a stupid mis¬ 
take. There’ll be no secret mes¬ 
sages. 


SAGITTARIUS ^ 

NOV 23-DEC 21 

A breathtaking adventure will 
change your outlook. End an 
awkward situation immediate¬ 
ly. You can have a good impact 
on an idiot. 


CAPRICORN ^ 

DEC 22-JAN 20 

You can be certain of a chance 
for gloiy. An interesting stoiy 
will explain poor behaviour. 
You’ll struggle to strengthen an 
emotional bond. 


AQUARIUS 

JAN 21-FEB 18 

Don’t lose sleep over a minor 
problem. You have the courage 
to do fascinating things. Take 
other people’s wickedness into 
account. 


PISCES 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

A friend’s defiance will result 
in more respect. Don’t take 
chances with your health. An 
elder is suffering from embar¬ 
rassment. 


TELL METRO READERS 

WHAT YOU THINK 

•W.miJMVJIMM 

Whether you agree or disagree about anything 
you've read in Metro, we want to know. 

Send us your views and pick up Metro daily 
to find out what other Metro readers are saying. 

Email your letters to 

edmontonletters@metronews.ca 


metr® 

Do it daily. 



HAKIM DESIGNER EYEGLASSES 


mmm 


Always Saving 
You Money on 
Fashionable 
Eyewear 


■ ■ I I ilil I l> 


1 1 pnses If O'" ^ Including Single Vision and Regular Bifocals. Regular price $500. 

See store forge^ 

Over 140 Discount Outiets.,, 100 One Hour in-Store Labs 

For nearest location call: 1-800-387-0791 • www.hakimoptical.ca 



TICKETS AT www.brldalf antasy.com 








































































































































































































































DUAL HANDSET 
5.8GHz PHDNE 
SYSTEM with 
DIGITAL ANSWERER 

•CUniNG EDGE 5.8GHz 
TECHNOLOGY OFFERS 
MAXIMUM CLARITY 
•CALL WAITING & CALLER 
•REFURBISHED 


nnal weekemll 


22857 


ibmdySwHthl^ 

I WIRELESS LIGHT 
I SWITCH 


EXECUTIVE 

OFFICE 

CHAIR 

•PADDED & CONTOURED 
SEAT FOR MAXIMUM 
COMFORT 
•DURABLE 
FAUX m 
LEATHER 
•PNEUMATIC 
HEIGHT 
ADJUST 
•HEAVYDUTY 
DUAL WHEEL 
CASTORS 2^-^ 
•SWIVELS TILT 


•NO TOOLS. NO WIRING 
REQUIREO TO CONTROL 
ANY LAMP REMOTELY FROM ANYWHERE 
•WORKS UP TO 60 FEET AWAY 


PROGRESSIVE \ 
SCAN DVD i 

RECORDER { 

•DV!hR/RW RECORDING 
•FRONTA/V INPUTS •REFURBISHED 


57291 


25191 


5-PIECE HAMMER TONE DINETTE SET 


'•42’'DIAMETER 
GLASS TABLE 
•SCROLL DESIGN 
METAL TABLE 
& CHAIR FRAMES 
•UPHOLSTERED 
SEATS 


6 SPEED BLENDER 

•BLENDS, STIRS, GRINDS, CHOPS & PUREES 
•400 WAU MOTOR 

•PUSH BUnON CONTROLS WITH PULSE 
•48 OZ. SHAUER RESISTANT PLASTIC JAR 
•STAINLESS STEEL ICE CRUSHING BLADE 


22228 


56466 


21117 



49 INCH 

LIGHTWEIGHT 

TRIPOD 

•QUICK-RELEASE 
CAMERA MOUNT 
•4 SECTION 
•HEIGHT ADJUST 
FROM 15"-49" 


57795 


29” 

SHINTO 

STOOL 


SOLID WOOD 
SHINTO-STYLE 
TAPERED LEGS 
CURVED SEAT 


24113 



ImIcStor 

1GB MP3 PLAYER 


•STORE UP TO 500 SONGS, 
•RECORD 
MESSAGES 
•STEREO 
EARPHONES 
IN NECK STRAP 


25122 



24132 


12 VOLT 


DRILL 

• 3 / 8 " KEYLESS 
•15+1 CLUTCH 
POSITIONS 
•VARIABLE SPEED 
•INCLUDES 
1 BAUERY 


Memory Foam 


MEMO- 

FOAM 

PILLOW 


•HIGH 

DENSITY 

FOAM 

RELIEVES 

PRESSURE 




57585 






MICROFLEX 
ROTARY SHAVER 


•THREE 

FLOATING 

HEADS 


22409 



MASSAGING HAND 
HELD SHOWER HEAD 


22205 


•3 SPRAY & 
MASSAGE 
SEUINGS 
•EASY-TO- 
INSTALL 
•5 FT HOSE 


HMithoiMter 

BODY FAT MONITORING 
SCALE ^ 


•DISPLAYS 
WEIGHT, 
CALCULATES 
BODY FAT 
PERCENTAGE 
& HYDRATION 
LEVEL 
•LARGE 
EASY 
TO 

READ 
DISPLAY 




23977 



l^kSTOR 

MP3 PLAYER 
with VIDEO 

•STORE UP TO WOO SONGS (2GB)\ 
•VIEWPHOTOS OR WATCH VIDEO 
•FM TUNER LETS YOU RECORD 
SONGS FROM THE RADIO 
•RECORD VOICE MESSAGES 
•RECHARGEABLE LITHIUM BAUERY 
•STEREO EARPHONES IN NECK STR/ 





View Store Stock 


at any XS CARGO store location when browsing items 
on our website and create your own shopping list also! 


BROWSE MORE BARGAINS at 

www.xscargo.com 



6 into the PLAN 


Affordable Protection from only $4.99 on hundreds of products! 


NORTH EDMONTON 

XS CARGO 

137A\/E.&42ST 

CLAREVIEWTOWN CENTRE 

780-377-2112 


SOUTH EDMONTON 
XS CARGO 
10384 51 AVENUE 
780-435-2446 







































































